An update from the Barefoot Franciscan Christian Franciscan monk who established the Tau Community of Interfaith Franciscans…
At the very heart of our Interfaith Franciscan Spirituality there is an acceptance that the Creator/Supreme Being is a Loving Holy Father-Mother God of all faiths and none! If you and I believe this, then why is there a resistance from the established Christian Church to embrace their spiritual brothers and sisters of the Tau Community of Saint Francis?  
And if our spiritual path is inspired by the simplicity and humility of several extraordinary souls – Jesus, The Barefoot Galilean, Saint Francis of Assisi, Saint Therese, Gandhi, Dhampada, Archbishop Romero and Sri Chinmoy, then why have we to defend that vision to ‘closed minds and hearts about uniting all faiths and none too religious leaders?  
In their personal search for God, the above named Holy men and women representing all faiths and none has inspired millions to take a leap of faith by honoring the Divine within, then we ask, ‘why does religion alienate men and women from a loving God?’
Our Franciscan Path begins when we understand that God’s love embraces each individual heart. As a child of God, we accept the words of the 23rd Psalm: The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. And we accept, with the Apostle John, that these words apply to all people: God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 
In our beautiful world, one cannot but help feel an inner sadness why so many have opted out from mainstream religion. In our society, so many souls have become ‘spiritually impoverished’ and just existing! I believe that a soul that is not alive to change is a soul devoid of true love- God’s eternal love. So how do we break away from the mold of religious worshippers who have chosen a spiritual diet of religious indifference, spiritual apathy, resentment, religious intolerance, centuries of historical religious abuse where God’s compassion to all faiths and none has been hijacked by closed minds and hearts who are daily sacrificing the children of God on the altars of male ego steeped in prejudice, fear, resentment and control……….
Could it be that the Tau Community is more about God’s vision to mankind to restore a more sensitive and caring side to God’s nature for all mankind? Or is it an excuse to run away and enjoy playing a new age game of denial as nebie lay monastic monks? I doubt that!
When Jesus lay on the Tree of Life, his cross was God’s invitation to all mankind to cease committing the gravest sin of all; the sin of omission or denying men and women the opportunity to embrace a loving God regardless of their alleged sin. A religion that castigates another in God’s name because they dare to be different is not a tolerant and loving spiritual community but a group of heartless people more about ‘do as I do, but not as I say.’ 
The Tau Community is not a ‘manmade religion.’ It was not set up to provide sanctuary for a runaway group of disillusioned Church members. Nor was it set up as an alternative religion in opposition to other beliefs. The vision for the Tau Community of St. Francis came direct from God to a group of 12 ordinary men and women who were willing to listen in their hearts. They could have walked away like so many Church goers do when they meet a member of the Tau family…..sad, but that’s a reality check for what’s happening within religious circles today. The heart of God is barely beating only because of a membership that are more preoccupied with ‘upholding ancient rituals, traditions and dogma’ which are not people friendly as they lack God’s Peace, love and Joy for His children of all beliefs and none!
Though it has been unfairly said by members of the established Churches that the brothers and sisters of the Tau Community of Saint Francis are New Age and anti Jesus! They refuse to have any dealings with members of the community of St Francis because we will not promote Jesus about all other faiths! As a committed Catholic Christian, for me to do so would violate our Constitution or Governing Document which unites our hearts as one beating heart for the God of all beliefs and none………….. 
The vision of Saint Francis is a God inspired vision similar to that same vision given to Francis of Assisi back in the 12th century to ‘rebuild God’s Church from apostasy, hedonism, pluralism and Epicureanism within the clerical hierarchy. The reason why Francis attracted many millions of committed souls back then was because, so many of the devout men and women were disillusioned by God’s elect and fell away from attending church. The vision from St Francis in July 2006 and again in April 2008 wasn’t to build God a Church but to embrace a more practical interpretation of God’s love. The vision to the Founder/s of the Tau family was to ‘reach out to all God’s family regardless of their belief or none. And instead of rejecting men and women who are perceived, ‘strange,’ or ‘different,’ because of lifestyle choices, our duty as ordained Interfaith Franciscan lay monastic monks is to embrace the Divine within their hearts by offering unconditional Franciscan hospitality not judgment, rejection loaded with fear, guilt or even rejection. 
Many of the clients who seek out the services from our Tau members say that they were rejected by God’s representatives. Many men and women who embraced conventional orders are known to have committed suicide because of their sexual orientation due to the condemnation from their Church. Our philosophy is akin to Jesus, the Barefoot Galilean who said, “He who is without sin, then let him cast the first stone.” Though many religious clerics continue to condemn, stone to death the innocent in the name of their God, we take a different route map to a loving, forgiving God who actually sees the very heart of that person. 
Within the membership of the Tau Community of Saint Francis, we have welcomed an eclectic group of likeminded souls who all share the simple vision of Saint Francis about embracing a loving God. We do so through the Natural World-the Franciscan soul of compassion, love, forgiveness, humility, integrity where total acceptance embraces all in the name of a loving God.  
Our lifestyle choices to live as Oblates or lay monastics from our monasteries without walls are our sacred contract to a God of all faiths and none. Our rule of life is not imposed upon us like many established monasteries but one which is driven by love, not fear or even hate. We have a generous Boss and our Terms and Conditions within our Job description are indeed most favorable particularly when living in an economic recession. If you are interested in being a member of the Tau family, then click here to know more.   
Pax et Bonum
Brother Sean
Spiritual Director and Founder of the Tau Community of Saint Francis
