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Thoughts for aspirants
With the sword of my will, I carve for myself a throne in the realm of the Spirit, which I shall ascend. 
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Self-Realization
The whole process of evolution, for the Spirit, is an awakening to the truths, and the means of implementation of those truths, that are eternally present in itself. What was implicit has to become explicit. 
What man really seeks is not perfection which is in the future, but fulfillment which is ever in the present. 
To know the not-Self in one's nature is the pathway to knowledge of the Self. 
One must seek in the depths of one's consciousness the vitalizing centre of one's being, the fundamental origin of all one's developments. 
When you discover for yourself, however dimly, that you are rooted in something that is infinitely vast and potential, you have found the soil wherein you grow unconsciously into a most wonderful tree, the tree of life blended with knowledge. 
Progress from the standpoint of the Spirit is from peak to peak, one form of perfect synthesis to another, from a completeness to another yet more beautiful completeness. 
Long not for anything which will give a greater conceit of self, but for a truer realization of that selfless Self which is the centre and origin of every being. 
If you dig into yourself, you will discover how much of yourself is an amalgam of egoism and conventionality. 
Man has to discover for himself that what he thinks as being himself, what he calls "myself," is an illusion, a maya , which is but a cloak of many colors like those that appear on a bubble in the sunlight. 
Since all truths pertaining to oneself are realizations of oneself, they must be part of ourselves, our realized being. 
We have to achieve the true and perfect expression of that which is inmost in ourselves - which is the release of ourselves from our prison-house. 
The meaning of the whole universe is contained in the Self. That Self is in the heart of each man, and it is his very nature to seek that meaning by action and by experience. 
The way of Self-Realization, as shown in the ancient books, is the way of repudiation, a withdrawal from all things external to the Self. 
Man begins to unfold that which he eternally is only through reliance on himself. The uniqueness that is each individual being is the true separation of self from Self, of the individual centre from the universal Manas. 
Man is more than his environment. It is from the innate quality of the Spirit in him, his inner storehouse, that he draws those ideas, his intuitions, which unify his perceptions of the external world instantaneously with a value which is qualitative and not quantitative, and which he embodies in the works of his culture - those achievements which belong not only to one particular time but to all times, and mark the path of his upward progress. 
You can never realize anything with the mind, unless you have already realized it intuitively in a passive state. What is first known within, in the region that to us is dark, is later brought into light. 
Shut off every confusing thought, and you will find that instinct of rightness which is the instinct of Nature. 
He who becomes the master of himself can become master over all that is related to himself. Self-mastery implies self-knowledge and that self-sufficiency which is only in love. 
Our wishes are often the progeny of our weaknesses; our fancies the creation of our wishes; and these fancies, when they become adjusted to the frame of our minds, are all too apt to be mistaken for facts. 
Remember that the whole sense of one's importance is merely an evaluation of self by self. 
It is only when man realizes that there is in himself no centre around which he can build permanently, that he will begin to seek and cna find that true centre, which is everywhere and nowhere. 
Beware of the worm of self-conceit that feeds on the faults of others; destroy the sense of self-importance which eats like a canker the bud of one's pure aspirations. 
In the increasing realization of that freedom which resides eternally in the Self, and in the transcendence of karma that takes place simultaneously, lies the soul's progress. 
Know for yourself the way along which you should go - do not depend on others. 
It is I alone who frame on those other lips the words that may hurt me. 
Our growth consists not merely in an increase of ideas, but also in a capacity to feel in a million and one ways. 
The dark night must descend before a new dawn. Should not, then, one's whole nature return to a primeval virginity before it can put forth the rarest new flower? 
The Alone is the unity, and the "flight of the alone to the alone" is a process of realization, which is achieved in perfect stillness. When you are alone in the pure spiritual sense, which is withdrawal from all that in yourself has been molded from without, you find yourself in that other Alone which is the uncreated Unity. 
Each must discover the heavenliness, the expanding universe of his own being. 
Before we can transcend limitations, whether in our own nature or in the circumstances around us, we must try to understand what it is that they are meant to teach. 
Each must discover his own way in life, and that way lies in his heart. Let him delve deeply into the depths of his being; his true centre is not far from there. 
Every primeval withdrawal from the battle of life, merely because it involves stress and strain which we think is too much for us, fails to fulfil the object with which we have entered that battle. 
Progress, whether for individuals, groups or the whole of humanity, is by decisive choices made from time to time, forced by the development of a situation which, as it mounts up, calls for its own resolution. Life in matter is a series of crises and resolutions. 
No one can gain a true knowledge of himself without facing adversity and overcoming difficulties. But in developing the dynamism to overcome, there must be naught of the spirit of aggression or aggrandizement. 
The moment we are aware of a hindrance in our nature to that fulfillment which all Life unconsciously seeks, aware of it as a fetter upon ourselves, that moment we are on the way to its abolition. 
The joy and the pain, the reaching up and falling back - all are gathered up finally into the experience of a realization from which nothing thereafter can shake us. 
It is the direction of our progress that matters - not where we stand at present. 
Man, in his own true nature, is eternally free and blissful; he needs but to realize this truth and know himself, by withdrawing from everything other than his Self. This alone constitutes his true liberation. 
I am no more - and no less - than a law of Life's expression. 
Each of us contains within himself the formula of his creation, his uniqueness, according to which is his expansion in time, the curve of his progress. 
I struggle with myself; I cannot escape from myself; let me re-shape myself in terms of that which is Universal. 
For him who has realized himself as the one Self, there is no grief, no set-back, no disturbance. 
No individual can ultimately fail. The Divinity which descends into humanity is bound to re-gain its original state. 
The hour will come for dissolving the knots and attachments of time, 
forged by memory and centred in the self. 
It is only when there is self- knowledge, resulting in perfect control over and unification of ourselves, that we can offer our will to be part of the one Spiritual Will, which in reality is in ourselves and is ourselves. 
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Will 
There is nothing in the whole of Nature except the Will of the Divine. It is the Will of the one Centre of every circle of life. 
We have yet to discover the true incentive, the inner Will which will have an over-mastering effect upon our lives, and yet be present in every circumstance and incident. 
Will is not the focussing of diverse energies at a superficial point, but the focussing of yourself at your centre. Since that centre has no space or location, its consciousness can act at any point. 
What we call "willing" is often but an inflation of ourselves, attended by a hardening. 
Will is self-motion from a state of self-transcendence to a state of self-immanence. 
Desire is but will inverted. It is a pull of matter, instead of the free movement of the Spirit. 
Action and understanding are unified in the Will. An act of will that does not carry within itself understanding is no true will at all. 
It is difficult for us to know the nature of free Will, because in its absoluteness it resides only in that transcendent abstraction, which is the centre and origin of everything. 
In the Spiritual Will there is no coercion of an unwilling self, for the Will is one and moves as a whole. 
Will is that link which connects no dimension with all dimensions; it is determined by no end from without, but follows and end from within. 
What we call luck is still a large element in our lives. A day must come when the determination of our will shall wholly prevail. 
True self-determination takes its rise from a dimensionless point. It is not to be confused with any personal re-action. To arise and take place, it needs a heart and mind emptied of all predilections and prejudices. 
What keeps us playing our parts and going round and round the three lower worlds is not a Divine dictate, but ourselves, our own will-to-live, which comes from within ourselves. 
What is termed the will of the Spirit is a force which carries the Truth which is within, through an appropriate movement, into its proper form. 
The will is a product of integrity, not a child of contradictions. 
To will spiritually, originally and fundamentally; ever to give that will vibrant, creative and multiplying expression; let that be our constant aim. 
Time is an unrolling of consciousness in a continuous reel. What shall that reel exhibit? It is the way the will turns which determines the character of the exhibit. 
Self-initiative is will in the true sense. 
When all is surrendered to the Supreme, the individual has dissolved the false will of egoism and separateness and acts with the one true Will, the invisible Will in all things. 
It is only on the planes of seperation that will is met with resistance, for the will of the Atman is irresistible, because of the perfect identity between him who wills and the willed. 
Man has the faculty of planned, conscious and collective action, and therefore the process by which Nature moves her stream of change and unfoldment is quickened for him, and for all other things within the sphere of his influence, his power and intelligence. 
The true will never strains; it is born in silence. It includes both thought and feeling. It is immovable by anything external to itself. When I have no will of my own, I can act with the strongest will in the world. When I know that the one Will is in all, all conflict is abolished. 
The will must move on a path of its own, self-isolated. Obstacles may check action, but they cannot check the will behind the possible action. 
We must bring the body, emotions and mind into the state of a completely obedient and flexible instrument of the Spiritual Will, in which there is only emotion, no obstinacy, no insistence. 
The will is an exiled King, whose kingdom is ruled by a pretender. 
The will of God is in all things. But the self-will of man obscures it, as a plate might obscure the distant sun, while man and God are apart. 
Man has in him the power of determination, of intelligent choice, of the will to do a thing, and then of doing it. 
Will is not obstinacy, not autocracy, but self-direction. 
Each one of us must arouse that hidden Will in himself which will endure to the end. 
You have to become the medium for your own pure, native, loftiest Self - excluding every other infiltration - the sheath of your own Self, instead of a self-willing organization. 
To will the perfect end is also to will the means, for perfection starts from now. In the one true Will, end and means are unified. 
We must will to dare all and challenge everything, be bursting with initiative, yet remain within the bounds of an eternal harmony and synthesis. 
Let your courage mount with difficulties. There would be no will if there were no resistance. 
Determine to solve all problems created by the play of opposites and overcome all difficulties; will to attempt any precipice or fall into any abyss, in the unshaken conviction that while every vesture of manifestation may be splintered into its atoms, the invincible, eternal You will remain and arise. 
When once the true Will is awakened, it can never again by put to sleep. When once the connection is formed between the apex of a man's true nature and its foundation in the realm of matter, that connection cannot, ordinarily, cease to exist. It is by the power of the Atman, the Godhead within, that he achieves what would otherwise be a seeming miracle. 

III
Truth
What is Truth? Is it an object of knowledge; an object of love and of the knowledge which is at the fountainhead of love? Or does it consist, even more than these, in a universal self-identification, giving rise to the incorporation of the essence of every other being in oneself, and the living of a life that is at each point a perfect consummation of oneself? In this last view, Truth is a becoming but with a quality of finality, a progressive attainment yet a realization. Truth is Life in its highest, most evolved state, the fullest revelation of its essence. 
Before we can receive in our hearts the Truth which springs from the deepest part of ourselves, we have to be prepared by a cleansing, a baptism, not merely with water but also with fire. 
Every fleeting thought, every passing fancy can make or mar the picture which should be the perfect representation of the Truth of oneself. 
There is a Spiritual Sun of Truth and Wisdom, which dissipates our falseness and ignorance, from whom comes the color of each spiritual individuality, in whom is the absolute beauty, of which all that is beautiful is a time-reminder. 
Truth is one and the same at all times, though it is infinite in its manifestation. But each must find it by the realization of it within himself. And he can realize it only as he seeks to embody it in his life, so that all he is and does becomes more and more beautiful each day. 
All virtues are forms of Truth; each is an effect proceeding from the very nature of the thing. 
The motion of the Spirit, its action, projects Truth from within, and speaks in accents of wisdom, using a language which is the very language of Truth. 
All ideals are heaven-inspired dreams, visions of Truth, which resides in its fullness in the Divine or spiritual Self. When the ideal and the real are one, thought and life coincide. 
Every spiritual Truth, being living, has a dynamism of its own, which translates it into action. 
The Truth which we seek must be the Truth of direct experience, in which the distinction between subject and object has ceased to exist. Only a disinterested search can result in Truth, for every form of self-interest will lead only to a creation which will serve that self-interest. 
Truth belongs to Life, as facts belong to form. When the essential nature of Life is perfectly expressed in the form with which it is clothed, the form becomes the form of Truth. 
The vision of Truth changes from moment to moment, circumstance to circumstance; it relates the objective to the subjective with a quality all its own, which illuminates them all. 
An imagination which is trained in beauty is thereby trained in Truth. 
It is the nature of Truth so to act upon the consciousness as to attract that consciousness towards itself. 
Truth leans neither to this side nor to that. It is balanced, impartial and just. 
The Truth to which we aspire must include every truth we perceive; it must expand, rise and be susceptible to transmutation, as our perceptions and experience increase. 
Truth is a "pathless land," because Intuition is pathless. 
Truth recedes into the background when the speaker about Truth is very much in the foreground. 
A truth which does not emerge in the form of its appropriate expression is a truth which is devoid of power. 
Truth, beauty and goodness stand or fall together. One test of Truth, therefore, is goodness; another is beauty. 
Truth is intrinsic. What is intrinsic is important, whether in a grain of wood or the heart of a sage. 
The Truth is within us, but we have to become aware of that Truth; it is involved in our being, and has to be evolved out of it, which evolution is as objective as it is subjective. 
Because Truth is one, there is no truth for the individual outside his own living. 
When Truth is the centre of one's being and Love radiates therefrom, all things are comprehended and achieved, for the rays of Truth are then carried everywhere. 
Truth is no one's property. It cannot be possessed, it belongs to on one, or rather, it belongs to everyone and everything. 
When we come upon a truth down here, touching the spiritual consciousness, it is but a remembrance or recognition of a Truth we have known elsewhere and at closer quarters. 
Truth is infinite, and as we delve more deeply into it, we shall find yet greater depths, wider latitudes, and ever-new dimensions. 
That to which you can surrender yourself spontaneously, unreservedly, and without qualification, and yet remain the fullness of yourself, is the Truth for you. 
Truth is something to be experienced, a state of be-ing, which is also knowledge from within. 
The Truth we seek must completely fill our being and pour through every expression of ourselves in thought, feeling and action. 
He who has realized and embodies in himself just one truth of vital significance becomes thereby a transmitter of that truth, to a degree which no amount of verbal propaganda can fix in the hearts of others. 
A truth is a truth to our consciousness only as it is fetched out of the voidness of the abstract and placed in the setting of its proper relationships in life. It is application which tests a principle and shapes its proper expression. 
What you are deep within yourself is the Truth of your Being. What you seem and do must flow from that Truth and be patterned upon it. 
The true way of conveying a Truth is through self-effacement. If you can leave yourself out in conveying the truth within you, brought to light by your own experience, then you are its true minister. 
As we know a color only by its difference from others, so we need to grow in every manifestation of Truth to be aware of its opposite. 
Truth in action is truth to oneself, one's own true nature, which is the natural state. 
Truth can be liberated by a devotion which has the quality of a pure flame which transmutes all dross to gold, and cuts through the veils of illusion woven by the senses and the mind. 
Some day we will project the rays of the Truth within us, to which nothing is impenetrable, so that we shall know the nature of each thing as it is, see it in that clear light which reveals all its hidden riches. 
Happy the man who can say: The self in me has vanished, and Truth has taken its place. 
It is only when self has disappeared that the Truth which is in the heart of being, in the heart of each individual, can manifest itself in its purity, its essentialness and all its charm and beauty. 

IV 
Wisdom
Wisdom is an aspect of God, which shines through the creative Spirit. Hence, His Wisdom is in all things, in their being as well as their becoming, in each separate thing as well as in the totality. 
Wisdom is ancient yet young, or perennial charm and inspiration, ever-vital, ever-growing, because Nature herself is growing and unfolding. It is the product of Self-knowledge gained from all human contacts and experience. 
In the light of God's Wisdom, all human knowledge is but ignorance. 
Wisdom is not a question of learning facts with the mind; 
it can only be acquired through perfection of living. 
Wisdom is the root-principle in man, which has to flower in right thought, right action and right living from every point of view. 
He is the wise man who is able to distinguish between his limited wisdom and his unlimited ignorance. 
There is not Wisdom without love. The heart of Love, embedded in knowledge, is transformed into Wisdom. 
Wisdom implies knowledge of life, in addition to knowledge of form; a knowledge not only of particulars, but also of that which binds the particulars, the unity in them. 
To discover the law in one's own being and live it is Wisdom. 
To work for God, for Nature, for one's fellow-beings, understanding the practical synonymousness of these terms, is the only true Wisdom. 
It is not by knowledge that Wisdom is measured, but by the influence which the knowledge exerts upon us, our attitude to that knowledge. Hence the more the lacunae in our knowledge, the better is the illustration of the poise which must characterize Wisdom. 
Wisdom lies in knowledge of the significance of things, which significance is in their indwelling Life. 
It is application which brings out the force and value of every truth. A concept which fails to act fails to manifest its truth. Wisdom, not being limited by the mind, does not stop short of action. 
It is not possible to gain any spiritual knowledge, except by preparing ourselves to receive it. There has to be the virgin soil in which the divine seed can strike its roots and grow. 
To know ourselves, at least to the extent we are able to see ourselves, is the first step to Wisdom, and such knowledge will increasingly bring both clarity and charity. 
Wisdom is not knowledge, but lies in the use we make of knowledge. It arises from knowledge guided by love. To use knowledge with goodness is to make it shine with a value which reflects Eternity in time. 
We cannot separate one aspect of Wisdom from another, neither the philosophic from the scientific, nor the wisdom that is in the heart from the wisdom that issues from the hands, in other words, the ideal from the practical. 
Wisdom is a complex only from the lower analytical point of view; it is in truth an all-round rightness. 
Wisdom shines with a dual quality of courage and caution. 
When Wisdom is absolute, the Reason can extend indefinitely in all directions, binding all things in a perfect order. 
Wisdom is that nature which is projected through subject upon object from a Centre transcending both, and transforming them both into a shape of unity. 
To gain its ends, Wisdom must arrive at the true relations between qualities and the forms of external perception. We need to know not only the relations between things as they appear, but also the things in themselves. 
Wisdom in an individual is the capacity to react to any person or any given situation in the light of a knowledge of the true nature of each; it is a principle that embodies itself and operates in any set of circumstances. 
Wisdom consists not in expansion, but in a perfect integration. It is Brahma who expands into the privation of matter and creates ever-new matter, new notes for all possible combinations. It is Vishnu who expresses Himself in the music which is made out of them. 
To be conscious of one's ignorance is the beginning of wisdom, and an ignorance of parts will not trouble the man who has achieved a happy sense of relationship with the whole. All truth will come to him who has a living relation to things, since to live is to grow and progress. 
Wisdom is not a matter of study, but a matter of living, and of sure action which rises above opposites. 
It is out of the immaculateness of an eternal and allcomprehending Wisdom that every perfect and exquisite trend in Nature manifests itself as a ray from an ever-existing Sun, differing in its effect according to the nature of the ground on which it falls. 
Wisdom cannot be communicated by another, for it is the incommunicable source, which must be discovered by yourself, from which you gather nectar as from an unseen flower. 
To contemplate without fear what is to come, what may come, is in itself a condition of wisdom. To be oppressed by what may happen in the future, immediate or remote, is to miss or destroy the present. 
Wisdom is that nature which blossoms like a rose, when the time comes, in the spiritually barren desert of life in ignorance. 
To be wise is to live in an inner harmony that eventually overcomes all outer discords. 
We need not head-learning, of which we have plenty, but Soul-Wisdom, the ability to discern the truth behind every mask of self-deception and falsehood. One can carry a vast load of learning, yet be foolish; also, it is possible with a little knowledge to be greatly wise. 
Wisdom lies less in what we learn and more in our reactions to that learning; less in the quantity and more in the quality of our knowledge; less in the accumulation of facts and nomenclature, and more in knowledge of principles; less in the possession of ideas and more in the right employment of them; less in all that we gather and must shed, and more in what we assimilate into the texture of that being which is an immortal reflection of the soul. 
The final Wisdom of God is in the synthesis of all evolved beings - a certain order in them which is a perfect order. 
To be truly wise is to be truly free. For Wisdom does not lie in prejudice, in a conditioned approach, in seeing things of the present through ideas of the past. 
He is a wise man who knows how to use his knowledge, who, while planning to discharge all his responsibilities, lives in a state of essential unconcern as to the future. He is then light-hearted as a bird; without being irresponsible, he can re-capture the adventurousness of life. 
When Wisdom rules the world, all things in it will be re-arranged so as to cause that light which is in each thing and in all men to shine. 
Wisdom lies in the search for and discovery of the true ends of life, all of which are comprised in one end, conceive it as Perfect Happiness, Perfect Beauty or Perfect Action. 
To live is to seek means to grow - into wisdom. The plenitude of life is in plenitude of Wisdom. 
Wisdom is always the blossoming of the quality of life, revealing Life's deep meanings. It is the unity of the all, reflected in the unity of a part. It is a movement of life which shows life in its superlativeness and at its best. It is thought released from every tether, formed by a direct impulse from heaven. It is a divine ray which penetrates both heart and mind and unifies them. It is the breath of God of which the heat is life, and the light is love and beauty. 
He is the wise man who has by perfect living gained the instinct of rightness by which he guides himself, whether in thought or action, who has found that centre of balance which is always over his point of contact with circumstances. He is the man whom Nature pours the riches of all her instincts. 
V 
Love
Love is the light of the Soul, in which all that is perceived is truth - also the fire of the Spirit by which all that is base is transformed into good. 
Love is a basic state in which there is the possibility of both understanding and wisdom. 
Love may be regarded as the first pure relationship, a state of unity in duality. 
When Love is purely spiritual, it has a focus which changes from moment to moment, according to circumstances; it is able to focus upon the life, the person, the thing which is before it, anywhere and at any time. 
To be one with another is to love him, and to love him is to act from within him and through him, and not upon him from without, with a contrary effect. 
Nothing in the world is self-sufficient, except that which is rooted in a condition of love. 
The state of love is the state of grace. The development of that state and the unlocking of its mysteries brings one to the condition where there is no separation between oneself and others. 
Love exists at those levels where we touch the true nature of things. 
Shedding every earthly interest, you have to build around yourself an aura of universal Love, in which must take place the gestation of the divine man that will be yourself. 
It is in a state of love that all perfections arise; it is the state in which there is no self-centredness. 
The love which deserves that name is impartial, non-possessive, wholly beneficent; in that love alone is to be discovered the force which will ultimately bring man to his freedom. Love is the only force which does not create or add to the complications of karma. 
Love is a way of knowing. The lover has a divine knowledge of the beloved, divine in its quality, attained in a state of completeness and it is an end in itself. To be in love is to react directly and fully to the object of that love, without the darkening effect of self, which imposes a barrier. Yet it is not reaction, but action. 
Love is the realization of a subjective unity, which in becoming objective causes its own reality to flash. 
Love is movement in a new dimension, which transports us out of the stifling prison of I-ness, the gloom of its separateness. 
Love is the outgoing force of the soul, the God-in-man. 
By the force of Love the microcosm can be won. By that same power the macrocosm can be conquered. 
Love is the solvent of the little self. 
Love, devoid of self-gratification, is in essence the will to the greatest good of another. 
Love, to deserve that designation, must have a precise meaning. It must be effective in the implementation of its purpose. True love belongs to the divine Ego and is immortal. It is the pure and perfect as well as the most dynamic relation, from the standpoint of the Spirit. 
Is it not possible for us to be so full of divine compassion and love that it flows through every visible and invisible connection we may have made with our fellow-beings? 
Love conquers that separation which is the root-cause of all misunderstanding and trouble; it overleaps the barriers which prevent communion. Increased contact should result in increased affection. 
Love is a radiation, an outflow of energy. In pure love toward another there is more than an intensity of benevolence and acceptance of that other, there is a giving forth of what one is, without any straining. 
Love is, ideally, the state in which the distinction between self and another has vanished. This does not mean that we abolish individuality, but we learn to regard the happiness, the progress, the interests of another as our own. 
Where there is love without possession and the seeking of any gratification from that possession, there is bliss. Thus, to love is to give oneself without asking for a return, and in such giving is the experience of joy. 
In a state of spiritual or universal Love, all other persons are but one person - the object of love. 
Love is a state of mind in which the end is unified with the means; it is a state of fulfillment and an end in itself. 
Love has to become an impersonal flame, by becoming universal. 
When a person releases from himself a feeling of love untainted with self, it is a force which travels in an open curve and produces an effect which rises to the very feet of God, evoking a downpour of blessing, not only on the individual concerned but for the whole of humanity. 
We cannot create love. But life, which is a neverceasing mode of action, has in it the capacity of that pure action which is love, when it ceases to be distorted by the antithesis of self and otherness. 
Love is the outgoing force of a subjective-objective relationship which is an intense radiation. 
No love can be lasting or reach its acme, which is not touched with some intimation of the pathos or sublimity of the situation in which the object of love may be involved. 
To love a friend intensely, yet with pure detachment; to let him be equally or even more a friend of others; to expect no affection, while being duly appreciative of whatever affection is given; to think of how one can help, rather than of what gratification one can get; to be constant in friendship and unselfish helpfulness; to bring to the physical level the beautiful, selfless spirit of the higher planes - this is the Ideal Love. 
Ideal Love, stepped down to the level of the practical, day-to-day life, must mean the service of each to all within his or her sphere, a delicate consideration of others, a control that gives rise to peace, and cessation from every thought of cruelty and lust. 
When love is all in all, it is the Beloved who is present everywhere. 
The love that doth not seek its own is never enslaved. The slave remains apart, never losing his identity, while the lover is one with the Beloved. 
May it not be that the primordial force, the stream of influence, force and light which is the Holy Spirit, when stepped down to the level of differing manifestations, is Love and nothing else? 
Love is a communion in which the consciousness is lifted to a point where, retaining its own pure quality, it integrates itself into another expression of life, another consciousness. 
Love must become a creative influence in our lives, it must be worked into our judgments and all our plans of action, it should be translated into service. 
Love is the only force known to man which it is not possible to vanquish by any threat, however dire, in any ordeal, however terrible, to which it may be put. 
In its purity it inspires to the most wondrous sacrifice. 
All soft and tender feelings once recorded in the heart are an indelible promise, intimations of a fulfillment that shall abide forever. 
As we think thoughts of live down here, all invisibly we drop seeds in that celestial soil where they will grow in unimaginable profusion and beauty. 
Without love there is no unfoldment, because love belongs to the life of the Spirit, to the real Self; without love all search is in vain. 
You must lose your heart and search for it in every quarter. When you find it, you will know it as the heart of all things. 
Let the one great aim and ideal be to lift up and universalize our affection, so that while it is as deep and intimate as though it has but one object, yet it is ready to be centered on any person, to flow to any point of need. 
VI 
Beauty
Beauty, not as an abstract principle but in its endless rendering, is the language of God; it translates the infinite, subjective Truth into its appropriate objective expression. 
Every beautiful thing is a window through which we can look into the ever-present Reality. 
Beauty is ever a perfect adjustment. That which is beautiful - a poem, a piece of architecture, a melody, a flower - has a unity, a centre of origin whence is its inspiration. 
There is but one essence of Beauty; it moulds all beautiful things. 
That which is wholly beautiful has an absoluteness which is the sign and seal of the hidden Divinity. 
The beautiful is the truly lawful. A thing which expresses the law of its own being is both beautiful and free, for freedom is also obedience to that Law of the Spirit. 
A beautiful thing is one in which the consciousness rests content, in which there is neither urge nor need to go beyond and find something else with which to round off and complete the experiene. 
The essence of beauty is not revealed by symmetry alone; symmetry can be dead or deadly. There has to be a subtly harmoious polarity of opposites, which calls for a sensitiveness that is all-pervading. 
To put away the ugly is to follow the subtle clue of Beauty. 
Anything that is wholly beautiful must have its own law of Beauty, its logic of expansion. Its nature is fixed by its essence. 
Through the force of beauty we can develop the requisite strength to get rid of our limitations. 
When the manifesting form becomes one of perfect beauty, then the highest significance is released and the life within that form is wholly expressed and fulfilled. 
Nature is evolving Beauty, as well as Intelligence and Capacity. That which is hidden in each thing, the Idea behind it, is in a process of revelation, and will be fully revealed only when the form is perfect and beautiful. 
From the standpoint of the Spirit, perfect beauty lies in the proper limits of expression; to go beyond them is to diminish the effect. 
The notion of beauty is not to be argued out, demonstrated or established like a logical proposition; it is an attestation of the same order as an instinctive faith which springs from within. 
The Law of Beauty is the Law of the Spirit in manifestation; it is the Law of the self-relation of the One to the many. 
You are infinitely beautiful when you give without one single thought of asking or taking. 
It is only when our sensibilities have come to a point of refinement where they make a perfect bridge between that which eternally is and that which is not, that we shall know what is Absolute Beauty. 
Art of every sort, when it embodies Beauty, speaks the language of an invisible order in which each thing has its own significant place. 
Beauty is not susceptible to appropriation. If there is any beauty anywhere, it belongs to the very nature of things. It is as erroneous to regard as your possession the beauty of your form as it is to imagine that the beauty of the sunset belongs to yourself or anybody else. 
I bury myself in all that is dark and suppressed; I am resurrected in all that is fair and beautiful. 
All form is limiting, but Beauty ceases to limit, and fulfils the manifestation of Truth. 
An object of Beauty exists for itself, as a revelation of the One Beauty. The highest end that is served, possibly, is that revelation. 
That which is beautiful, be it a melody, a work of art or a wayside flower, has a unity, a centre of origin, whence is its inspiration. 
There is no beauty without an idea which can be discovered in the depths of human consciousness. 
I believe in Beauty, abstract and concrete, and in giving oneself to it. 
Beauty is the creation of Life, which flows into a form and impresses it with the Truth which is at the very source of that flow. 
One aspect and mark by which we can recognize, even in its imperfect beginnings, the perfection-to-be is the beauty which characterizes the expressions of Life in its innumerable forms. 
There is such a thing as a stairway to beauty, a progressive appreciation and sense of the beautiful. Taste has to evolve and reach maturity and refinement. 
Absolute Beauty is at the very source of manifestation, in the spiritual root of ourselves, though we have forgotten it in our headlong plunge into the world of seperative matter. We must come to it in the end, which is a coming to the true nature of ourselves. 
Beauty in form, Truth in idea, these are the outer and inner correlatives. Each attests the other. 
Beauty is a quality that belongs to the subjective perception of an objective relation in time and space, be it a melodious sequence, a harmony of color or sound, or the curvature of a shape. 
When the idea is beautiful in truth, the expression or the gesture will also be beautiful. 
All beauty springs from the same source, and all things beautiful are secretly in affinity with one another. 
Every beautiful object has its unseen links with the heaven of God's own Ideas, and radiates an influence which is rained from above, subtle but potent. 
A beautiful thing is justified in itself, because it is itself, and no other thing. 
There is beauty when the instinct of expression which is in all life finds, for the time being, a perfect fulfillment. 
That which is truly beautiful, whether a work of art or a product of natural evolution, is an intimation from above, from a world of Light, where there is neither the shadow of the past nor of a dubious future created out of an imperfect present. 
Beauty at its supreme point, when it is absolute, lifts one out of the object in which it is present. The pure artist works only for the love of his work, with no motive other than his self-abnegating spirit. 
The greatest Beauty is beauty of soul, and that beauty has to be realized in thought, in feeling, in behavior, and in every form of action. 
That beauty is most beautiful which calls for an all-pervading sensitiveness in the consciousness that first beholds and then mingles with it completely. 
We have yet to grow wings for the swan-flight from Time to Eternity, following that archetypal line of beauty which is but a far-off dream to mortals. 
VII 
Unity
The underlying truth of all things, the essential truth of everything that presents itself, is the Unity of Life; the moldings are different, but the substratum is the same. 
Unity is an overmastering principle which gradually masters each diversity and brings it within the scope of an integrated expression. 
Unity is the mark of the Absolute, expressed as harmony in relative things. 
The deeper we plumb the philosophic basic of our thought with regard to the nature of existence, the more do we realize the necessity for a principle of Unity in the universe, if the universe is capable of a philosophic summing-up. 
Though indivisibility is the mark of the Spirit, the glories of Unity can only be made manifest by duality; differentiation is needed to awaken love and understanding. 
Whatever the gradations by which the One becomes the Many, by those same gradations the many have to re-become the One. 
All the children of God - men, animals, trees, minerals, elemental lives - shall together go back to their common Parent, but in union amongst themselves. 
Nourished with a sense of the Unity, you will be able to digest the differences. 
Under the influence of his own higher mind, which is even now appearing above the horizon, man must synthesize and prove by action that difference need not clash with difference, but should be built up into a unity. 
Unity is the deepest underlying fact of all. When from that Unity there goes forth the Word or impulse which is bodied in the manifested universe, it seems as if the Unity is lost, but in reality it is only hidden. 
Whether in a speck of dust, or in a leaf or flower, or in the least living thing, it is the One Life which exists as the innermost reality, the Truth of truths. 
The sense of Unity becomes real only when tested by differences, when it asserts itself in the midst of separation, when it is carried into every detail and particular in the world of obstructive matter. 
Unity is an immaculate wholeness. 
All ideas which express the Truth are unities, forms of harmonies manifesting themselves in diversity. 
When Unity is established within yourself, everything is related, the whole universe becomes one vast tree of life; once we enter the life of that tree we can proceed to any point on its branches. 
The deepest and the one all-embracing truth experienced by a consciousness able to hold itself free of every reaction, whether to the world of sense and matter or to the images stored in memory, is the truth of the oneness of life. 
Our common task is to unite ourselves for all constructive purposes, to promote every kind of regenerative contact and co-operation in every sphere of human life. 
There is a mysterious point in which all individualities participate, in which they find their absolute union. 
From the One Reality, which is neither Spirit nor Matter but both, life issues, and issuing flows endlessly in streams, branching more and more into innumerable single lives, each specialized in its way, thus manifesting an infinite diversity of effects, qualities and capabilities. This process reaching its limit, the differentiated lives turn back to unite, thus to re-become the Unity they ever were. 
In Unity there is not self and not otherness. There is only the One who reveals Himself in incomparable modes. 
The light of Unity breaking through the screen of separation constitutes the glory of life. 
If the Unity is a summation as well as the origin, the experience of it must include the experience of every partial sum, of the included harmonies within the total harmony. 
The truth which is in ourselves, but lost by our minds, is the truth of Unity, which is behind everything and related to everything. 
The perfection towards which each thing evolves, along with the perfection of every other thing, must make a whole, because they are all aspects of One Being which is perfect. 
The sense of Unity is the core of true service. 
Separateness must break itself, and unity prevail. 
The forces which make for Unity make for creativity in beauty, and an all-embracing and unconfinable happiness. 
The temple of humanity will not have its walls complete except by the increasing sharing by all men of the world's varied treasures of thought and beauty. 
There is unity in individuality, which is a thing of parts in its expression, but single in its soul. 
We must achieve that state in which there is unity, a state of wholeness which can exist simultaneously with the differences. 
Strive for that sense of unity which makes you logical, practical and thorough. 
Inwardly let me relate myself to all, and offer that relationship to the One who blesses all union. 
Without the principle of Unity there can be no coherence, no hope and no certainty of harmony in a world of turmoil and diversity. 
First, there is Unity. In the infinite pliability of that Unity is the origin of all differences, each with its own distinctive value. The Unity is eventually also the synthesis of these values. 
Man needs to realize the unity of mankind, which means brotherhood translated into justice in his dealings, harmony in his thoughts and feelings, and co-operation in action. 
When cognition takes in both life and form, there is the perception of the unity in diversity. 
We transcend the little self and develop the awareness of our unity with others only as we go out in love which seeks to help and serve. 
Since humanity is one, in some manner our own thoughts, prayers, aspirations and efforts must tell in the shaping of all men's thoughts and actions. 
In him who has touched the Unity there is its music; and that music in him is the music of himself, created by the Unity. 
When Unity becomes a real experience to us, we will enter the penumbra of life in the Spirit and feel its effects, feel an affinity with everyone and everything around us. 
Unity lies for us in what holds differences together. It lies in Law, it lies in Purpose, it lies in Love, it lies in the soul of Beauty. 
Man is an individual, but also part of a living whole, a throbbing, radiating being, whose influences for good and ill must be poured into the lives of others, and theirs received into his. He cannot evolve except in relation to his fellow-beings. 
The practice of the unity amidst the differences makes a man spiritual in his life as he is spiritual in essence, and will prepare him for the knowledge of the Truth, which is the Divine Wisdom. 
There is a design for all humanity, which will be manifested only as humanity becomes a whole, a design which will make clear all that has gone before. 
Plunge into the depths of yourself, where you are one with all humanity, and arise with a thousand joys and sorrows, which are the experiences of humanity. 
Proclaim it in any way we may, in any beautiful form, with any illustrations, if we can produce the consciousness of a Unity in all the diversity, a kinship between all animated forms, we will be bestowing on the world the greatest blessing. 

