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Introduction 
It is my simple belief based on the ‘University of Life,’ that from the moment we are conceived in our Mother’s womb, our beloved Father Mother God has set Their seal into our soul. In that unique moment, something truly beautiful happens leaving the heart embrace only the magnitude of God’s loves that reminds us that when take our first steps, we do actually begin our spiritual faith journey. Interestingly, something else happens in our spiritual walk with God in faith when we become aware that we are given a named Personal Guardian Angel. And if that were not enough to boost our flagging confidence in times of stress, we are gradually introduced to the Angelic Beings of the Natural World and the Heavens who are here to protect us from all impending danger.

Though outside influences and events may dictate otherwise, we are never, ever alone. Or, if you do feel alone, restless and experiencing a joyless existence, then maybe, you need to ‘let go’ and surrender your heart back to your Creator!

Though we live in the world, we somehow know on an intuitive soul level that as a child of God, ‘we do not belong here.’ This reinforces that inner conviction which we know already within our being, ‘that we are merely passing through planet Earth. Nothing will harm us, unless we chose to leave our comfort zone of God’s protection and love. If we engage with processing in our head God’s personalized messages what is intended for the heart, then we risk losing everything. Please allow me to share with you a special prayer written sometime ago by one of our great modern day monastic’s, Thomas Merton which read: 
  
MY LORD GOD, 
I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think I am following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road, though I may know nothing about it. Therefore I will trust you always though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to face my perils alone. Thomas Merton, "Thoughts in Solitude"
The Tau Community of Saint Francis is seen by many who come here to the Mother House, the Monastery of Saint Francis, as a real breath of fresh air. Why? I sense that this may be due to their previous perception of how monasteries have been portrayed to them, or what they have seen on TV, etc. As soon as a visitor arrives at the monastery gate, they are ‘pleasantly shocked, if not aghast!’
Coming to this small village back in December 2002, we arrived in faith not really knowing why or, at best, what God had in store for us! What has surprised both Brother Rob and me is that God has guided many souls to embrace their truth which has released them from a lifetime of guilt, fear, low self esteem or living in a loveless relationship. Whatever the reason, God continues to use our home as another spiritual watering hole to support His children in dire need.
Here I am reminded of a wise old saying which reminds us that ‘God writes straight on crocked lines.’ When God comes a calling, He gently suggests that we make the right decisions which will help our spiritual life. Though we may struggle with God’s promptings in our hesitation or we might give God a ‘rain check.’ When we do surrender to the heart and reawaken to the voice of God’s love within, then something truly amazing happens which takes our very breath away! Please allow me to share with you several practical examples of how God works. In 2008, God’s Spirit inspired Rob to join the Interfaith Seminary and enroll on their 2 year training course for ordination as an Interfaith Minister in July 2010.  After several years of fighting with his heart, Rob relented and joined the Tau Community of St. Francis as an Oblate on the Feast Day of St. Francis on 4th October 2009. How amazing was that? 
Since I made the decision to leave the monastic life as a Catholic Nursing monk back in 1974, I vowed I would never return to the Church after many years of exposure to religious abuse and a life filled with guilt. Then, came the surprise of my life when in May 2008, after returning from leading a group on a spiritual retreat by the Red Sea, I contracted a virus which left me temporarily paralyzed requiring twice weekly spinal stretching. Now, what was God trying to say to my heart? Though I knowingly fought God tooth and nail by being obstinate and difficult, my heart finally relented and having surrendered to God, then came the greatest surprise of my life! On 8th December 2008, I was guided by my heart to return to the lay monastic life not as a traditional Catholic monk in some remote monastery away from loved ones, but to embracing the monastic life as an Interfaith Franciscan monk within the Tau Community. On 8th December 2009, my heart was guided to renew my vows for life and live as an enclosed monastic in my monastery without walls! Now, that has got to be a first class miracle to get me to this day!
Since learning to let go of my life by embracing a vow of Providence, I have not relinquished living life but rather I have allowed my heart to become available in my vulnerability for God to nurture His love and take care of me. For best part of forty years since taking my first vows on 8th December 1968, I guess I played with God not taking seriously the true meaning of discipleship. As a member of the Tau family, I continued to enjoy my live by doing the ordinary things extraordinarily well for God. This may sound pompous, but it is true! In my life today, there is less religion and much more of spirituality where the soul is empowered by the simplicity of St Francis to enter the Natural World-the Franciscan Soul of simplicity. 
Today, I no longer have to worry about anything or anyone as I already know in my heart that God is honoring my verbal agreement which I made to walk with Him when I voluntarily surrendered my life to the vow of Providence. In a really bizarre way, I know that all my needs are already being met including the dreaded brown envelopes for the utility bills! I am painfully aware that so many in our society continue to discredit God for the ills of the world. My perception of walking down Oxford Street in London sometime ago was an experience I shall not wish to forget in a hurry. So many glum faces and everyone rushing like demented souls. Why? 
In conclusion, in our modern world of the internet highway and advance of technology, mankind has lost the common touch when communicating with each other. Many individuals have become alienated even ostracized in their own home and are deeply lonely, fearful and scarred. Instead of using God’s gifts wisely, man has nurtured a ‘me’ culture where greed, status and oppressive practices has raped the earth of her natural resources. The animal kingdom is in revolt. Mother Earth and the Nature Spirits refuse to share their expertise with us because they know that whilst the few are willing to work alongside them in love, there are those whose hearts are not attuned to love and respect.  
God has need of ordinary men and women whose hearts are opened and who are listening not to the media but to the voice of God’s Holy Spirit of change. Many today are being called by God to embrace their greatest challenge by joining force with Mother Earth and the Heavenly Realms as Spiritual Olympians for the world at large. Yes, we can make a difference if we are willing to unite as a loving family by ‘Walking God’s Talk.’ We know that given all the scandals surrounding the banking institutions and our local politicians, the ordinary hard working men and women in our society really need strong leadership where mankind will honor their heart and not the ego!
The vision for the Tau Community given by Saint Francis back in July 2006 was a unique vision which would unite all faiths and none to come together and share their cultural and spiritual differences in love. Though w have had centuries where the religious leaders from within the Abrahamic community abused God’s love by taking His message out of context, they deliberately enslaved all of God innocent children to lives governed by religious control where fear eventually alienated the heart from a loving God. Within the Tau spiritual family, there are options to choose which best suits each individual. One might wish to join merely as a Friend or volunteer to help the vision for an eco sustainable monastic community get started or there again, they might want to enquire more about how they can dedicate their life as an Oblate or monastic from within their own home-their monastery without walls. Whatever their reason, God has a plan for mankind and today, it is my belief that we each can make a real difference if we are willing to ‘Be Still’ and listen not to what our ego or head is telling us but more importantly what our heart is trying to share with us instead.
If you are willing to face that challenge by honoring your heart, then why put off the inevitable. 

Do something beautiful for God today!
[image: F:\Brother Seans Files 2008\All Pictures\New pics MArch 1\225.JPG]
The above tapestry done by Brother Sean represents the true vision of the Tau Interfaith Franciscan Community that ‘All is one and one is All before God.

Brother Sean has published several articles which may provide you with some background information to the above content. They are freely available in Book 2 ‘Joining the Tau Community of Interfaith Franciscans.’ 


Message from our Spiritual Mother 

Re: The Vision of the Tau Monastic Community of Interfaith Franciscans

What seems to be forming, (by Grace ) is a soul-gathering to pray/serve the planet and all beings ,through the times of challenge/change/confusion/ wonder/renewal etc that lie ahead; The Abbey, exists NOW and is a gift to us from the One Source of All, constructed by the Angels.

Those who respond to the call can enter and live therein, from the moment of their response  The  manifestation of its earthly "incarnation" will follow when the time is right; the immediate and on-going task for us already "gathered" is to be the living "seeds " of its manifestation . 

Each home is a "cell" in this embryonic temenos -to - come; our journeys about the world are our cloisters; Nature our great Abbey Church.   

All manner of things can thus be sanctified, and the emergent Form will be the response of Matter to the Love of God;  the vision, strength and imagination to "midwife" this vision will flow into the united hearts of those  who resonate  to the Divine plan, and from thence , flow out to creation.

What I think I am trying to say is that if we seek the Kingdom for its own sake, everything else will follow; the Plan of the Great Architect is perfect.     

Regards, 

Reverend Sister Olivea
Mother Abbess 
Tau Interfaith Franciscans Community of St. Francis
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The members of the Tau Community of St. Francis endorse the Worldwide Franciscan Pledge as a promise and a commitment by all Faiths, individuals, families, Churches, parishes, organizations and institutions to live our faith by protecting God’s Creation and advocating on behalf of people in poverty who face the harshest impacts of global climate change. 
To join the Covenant, you commit to act on each of the five elements of the St. Francis Pledge.
The St. Francis Pledge
I/We Pledge to:
PRAY and reflect on the duty to care for God’s Creation and protect the poor and vulnerable. 
LEARN about and educate others on the causes and moral dimensions of climate change. 
ASSESS how we-as individuals and in our families, parishes and other affiliations-contribute to climate change by our own energy use, consumption, waste, etc. 
ACT to change our choices and behaviors to reduce the ways we contribute to climate change. 
ADVOCATE for Interfaith Principles and Priorities in climate change discussions and decisions, especially as they impact those who are poor and vulnerable. 
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
Uniting all Faith Groups as ONE SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY through Love, Prayer and Service


About the vision of the Tau Community of Saint Francis
In June 2009, whilst researching the internet to see if there were any other Interfaith Franciscan monastic groups on the world wide web, we came across several interesting articles about the Vatican, more to the point, Pope Benedict removing the Papal Seal granted by the late Pope John Paul II to the Franciscan Order for Assisi's recognition as an interfaith centre. The Vatican prohibited the Franciscans using Assisi for interfaith ministry.  We were equally surprised to discover the date this reprimand arrived, April 2006!
It would seem that despite man's interference with God's vision of interfaith reconciliation to all faiths and none, Saint Francis had other plans when he spoke to mere mortals possibly seen as less theologically versed in their role as student therapists from the Sean Bradley Academy of Essenic Energy Medicine than the intelligence of the Roman Curia. It proves the point that when clerical ego gets in the way of God's vision for mankind, the Spirit of God prepares ordinary souls to take on the task without ego getting in the way.
Something amazing happened during their weekend of training in Manchester. On day 2 of their course, whilst in meditation. Lord Kutumi, otherwise known as St. Francis, came through with a simple message saying: "Establish an interfaith forum for all beliefs; meet regularly empowering many embrace God's love for them and call the venture, the Tau Community of Saint Francis."
In August 2007, at a Trustee's meeting, we soon became aware that within the group and from one of our advisers, there was an element of deep unease with the venture being called after St. Francis. The reason given was that many would perceive the name St Francis as representing Catholic and engender a poverty mind set. We were later told that if the name of St. Francis wasn't removed then a group in Manchester would have difficulty supporting us. A vote was taken and though the outcome was devastating for poor Sr. Theresa and Brother Sean, our Founder, they accepted in faith the majority vote to call themselves, 'Tau Tree of Life Healing Community.'
A sense of despair prevailed from August 2007 until April 2008 when Brother Sean was guided in his heart to go to the tomb of St. Francis at Assisi as he would be given clarity what must be done to resolve the situation. As soon as he arrived at the tomb of his beloved Francis, 
Brother Sean received a simple request from Jesus and St. Francis; 'To establish an Interfaith monastic community for men and women of all beliefs to live a covenanted monastic life of prayer and penance in service to the God of all Faiths. The name of the Community will be known as the Tau Community of Saint Francis- an Interfaith Franciscan venture empowering mankind embrace the Natural World-The Franciscan Soul.' 
Upon his return from Assisi, Brother Sean called for a meeting of the entire membership within the Tau Community and shared the message he was given from Jesus and St. Francis. A sense of Joy and Celebration returned albeit with several hardened hearts looking defeated and unhappy with the decision to resume the name of St. Francis.

GOD'S PROPOSED 7 YEAR VISION FOR THE NEW VENTURE: 
The vision is for an 'eco sustainable' range of buildings which will be known as: The Abbey of Saint Francis of Peace and Compassion. 
God's vision will be our opportunity to 'Walk God's Talk' and embrace His vision with absolute faith. As covenanted Interfaith Franciscans living the monastic sevenfold vows, of which one is the vow of Providence to our Father Mother God, who are Millionaires in their own right, will provide whatever we need for the sake of their vision...many will see this leap of faith as pure madness! Despite not having any tangible written guarantees of funding, we know that this journey is one of faith and we trust that God will underwrite all we need at the appropriate time and place by honoring our vow of Providence to God. 
The Tau Interfaith Franciscans Monastic Community of Saint Francis Fraternity:
“Inspired by God, St. Francis initiated a gospel form of life that he called a brotherhood according to the example of the life of Christ and His disciples.” 
“For this reason, united by faith in God and nourished at the table both of the Divine Word and interfaith celebration, we love one another that the world may know we are God’s disciples, service to the whole Family of God.”                                            


The Tau Community of Saint Francis
Fraternity: 
“Inspired by God, St. Francis initiated a gospel form of life that he called a brotherhood according to the example of the life of Christ and His disciples.” 
“For this reason, united by faith in God and nourished at the table both of the Divine Word and interfaith celebration, we love one another that the world may know we are God’s disciples, service to the whole Family of God.”                                                        
We gather together for prayer 3 times each day.  
All meals are taken in common.  
All goods are held in common.  
Each Monastic’s unique talents are recognized and used for the common good.  
Important events in brothers’ and sister’s lives are celebrated by all. 
[image: ]     
Members gather to celebrate the Feast day of Mary Magdalene July 2009 at the Monastery of Saint Francis in Storth.
Our Ministry 
As Interfaith Franciscans living the monastic life, our first chosen vocation is to become a ‘Prayer Consultant for God.’ We achieve this spiritual way of life by the daily support from God’s Spirit by the following means: 
Prayer:
“Desiring above all things the Spirit of the Lord and Its holy activity, praying always God with a pure heart, let us offer people a witness of authentic prayer in such a way that they may see and sense in our faces and in the life of our fraternities the goodness and kindness of God present in the world’
Members who are guided to join as members of an Interfaith Monastic Community, they endorse the teachings of our Founder, St. Francis by upholding a simple belief that as we are all brothers and sisters of the same Loving God of all, when we come together to celebrate each other’s religious beliefs through sacred dance, rituals and shared prayer for the world at large, we do so with humility, reverence and respect.  
We recite the Liturgy of the Divine Office in common or alone 
        each day 
We spend two half hour periods of meditation daily 
Opportunities for Interfaith devotions 
Private prayers and devotions encouraged in accordance with one’s 
        religious beliefs.
Monthly Retreat/Support Group Days for our Oblates in training
Regular days of recollection in silence.
Yearly mandatory 5 day’s retreat in silence.
Monastic Social Enterprise in Communal Service through collaborative action. 
As covenanted monastic members of the Tau interfaith Community, we enter a spiritual relationship with God by adhering to several important vows or promises made when we commit our lives in service to God and each other. Another we can achieve this is by living to the same simple rule of St. Francis, namely, that of absolute confidence in our Loving Heavenly Father Mother God who sees our hearts and who will provide for all our daily needs accordingly. This is what we call living to a vision of complete faith and trust in God where there are no guarantees but unconditional love.
Each member of the professed community live to the ‘Tau Rule of Life’ which prohibits one from applying to any statutory body, the Lottery, or any Grant Making Trust for direct funding. Instead, each member makes a practical contribution by sharing their skills and expertise which will contribute towards the running costs of the monastic community. We can raise our daily bread by the following means:
Making a range of Creative Arts and Crafts, namely, the Tau Prayer Chaplets
Making homemade preserves, honey and chutneys.
Making iconography, religious cards, etc.
Writing and publishing our works.
Recording our range of healing meditations and chants 
Running guided and or group spiritual retreats.
Delivering a range of seminars on: Spirituality; Holistic Therapies; Ecology; Caring for our animals (hens; bees; etc.).
Providing a woodland cemetery for the ashes of individuals and their pets.
Providing an animal sanctuary for sick and abandoned animals.
Naming ceremonies; weddings; blessings, etc.
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Tau Community of Saint Francis
The Tau Community of Saint Francis is at present a geographical dispersed lay monastic community of brothers and sisters whose idealism is rooted in love of God and one’s neighbor. 
Our sole aim will be to continue releasing love and blessings to the Abbey of Saint Francis of Peace and Compassion which is in the ethereal realms just waiting to manifest. 
Our way of life is not part of the historic Church but more on the periphery where our shared values are influenced by the Cosmic Christ, whom we accept is the Son of God and whose Love has been encapsulated within the teachings of both the Buddha and the Prophets.
As followers of Saint Francis –we have adopted his idealism by creating a sacred canopy of a modern day approach to monastic life and recognizing God in everyone regardless of their religious persuasion, etc.
Pre-requisites for a fruitful and healthy lay monastic community are:
That we embrace our availability and vulnerability.
That we embrace the Natural World-the Franciscan Soul, through 
       simplicity.
That we embrace all faiths by demonstrating God’ equality to everyone,
       regardless of belief, sexuality or political correctness.
A life of simplicity rooted in prayer, joy and service to all faiths.
That we embrace the rhythm of the soul in our souls longing for God 
       and intimacy.
That we embrace the heart and nurture a non hierarchal monastic life. 
 
The Vision of the Tau 'Interfaith' Monastic Community of St. Francis will be as the effect of a rippling pool; by honoring One's Divine Flame and allowing it to burn brightly, it will spread light in the whole world. 
Our 'Little Way' of living a monastic spiritual life of Franciscan simplicity from our monasteries without walls, is underpinned by 7 Keys of ancient wisdom taught by the Essenes and demonstrated in the lives of Jesus, Mary Magdalene, Mother Mary, Quan Yin, Saint's Francis and Therese of Lisieux, Buddha and the Prophets-empowering the soul embrace spiritual wholeness and personal intimacy with one's God..................
We have published an additional information booklet titled, ‘Surrendering your heart to Source as an Oblate or Monastic.’ Please read more about this in Booklet 2. They are:
Rule of Life
The Governing Document
Seven Keys of Franciscan Spirituality for wholeness and wellness
 


The hand of God touching the Divine within regardless of belief, color, ethnicity, sexuality or age!


I shall go to the mosque of the Muslim.
I shall enter the Christian's church and kneel before the crucifix;
I shall enter the Buddhist temple and take refuge in the Buddha.
I shall go into the forest and sit down in meditation with the Hindu...In addition,
I shall keep my heart open for all that may come in the future.
Is God's book finished? Or is revelation still going on?
....Salutations to all the Prophets of the Past,
to all the great ones of the Present,
and to all that are to come in the future.
Swami Vivekananda
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Our Ministry
As Interfaith Franciscans- members of the Tau Community of Saint Francis, we aim to be of service to people of all faiths or none. Our help is sought most often by: 
Those who are seeking spiritual connection and expression, yet feel uncomfortable with conventional religion (shown by surveys to be a majority of the UK population) 
People from different religious backgrounds who wish to honor more than one faith tradition. 
Individuals who have expressed a desire to embrace a spiritual pathway that incorporates living the life of a committed monk but who are reluctant to enter a conventional monastery where they know that to achieve this, they will have to leave their home, family and friends behind. The Tau Spiritual community will provide practical support that will enable them to live in their home- their monastery without walls. 
Those who seek closer intimacy with their God and are willing to enter our proposed mixed sex monastery where all faith traditions are honored and respected will be invited to join pending the acquisition of a small holding in due course. 
Those struggling with issues they find difficult to raise within their faith (for example, questioning of sexuality). 
We are not creating a new religion, but filling a growing spiritual gap in modern society. It's not our aim to convert anyone away from their faith, but to support people who wish to enquire more deeply into their own spiritual tradition and their own soul. 
 
Membership within the Tau Community offers each person the opportunity to become a Friend, or non monastic as well as following their heart and dedicating their life to God as contemplative monastic’s. Within our membership there are ordained ministers from the Interfaith Foundation (UK) along with several members training to become ordained ministers. They are involved in spreading the word about the benefits of the conducting weddings, funerals and blessing ceremonies. Many have brought increased inspiration to their work as artists, writers and musicians.   And for some, the result of the training has simply been a more authentic expression of who they are as a child of God. In the Interfaith Foundation, we hold that the qualities we bring to our service are more important than its form of expression. 
There is a core group within the Tau Community who has expressed a desire to share their spirituality, creativity and religious beliefs within a more permanent residential monastic setting. To that end, we are now relying totally upon God to direct this vision by providing a suitable small holding in a semi rural setting where our committed members can live out their calling as contemplative monastic’s in a same sex spiritual community.
Our Interfaith Ministers can be there to support you in your search for God's love or maybe some other practical assistance such as:
Franciscan Hospitality (respite, spiritual support, holidays)
Education and training in Essenic Energy Medicine and Franciscan 
       Spirituality 
Naming Ceremonies 
Marriage Blessings 
Funerals 
Pastoral Support 
Spiritual Guidance 
Marriage Guidance 
Stress Management 
Support in how to meditate and pray, etc. 
Guided Spiritual Retreats.
For details of accessing one of our members or a member who is an Ordained Interfaith Minister for any one of the above, then please contact us or telephone for an informal discussion about how we can help...................:

Vision and Mission Statements
The Members of the Tau Interfaith Monastic Community of Saint Francis are totally committed to upholding God's Divine Blueprint for a united and more cohesive spiritual inter-religious family who has lost sight of their God because of in house rivalry or petty jealousies throughout history. 
'Clerics from within the world's major religions now stand accused by God:
a) By causing soul enslavement by deliberately interfering with God's written word to pursue their own agenda and ego.
b) By creating gender inequality and the enslavement of young girls and women thus denying them their freedom of speech and the right to enjoy God's love. 
c) By refusing to listen to God's Spirit of Truth in their hearts and change how they live and work together as members of the same religious family of God.
The vision from St. Francis is a challenge from God to everyone, regardless of their office either within the Church or in society as a whole. The vision incorporates the following: 
Serving Divine Love, Unity, Compassion and Eternal Wisdom through equal partnership as prayer partners in service to the One True Source, known by many different names.
Recognizing, honoring and celebrating the essence of the Divine at the heart of the many pathways to Truth by sharing the following integrated spiritual ecologies: 
SHARING SPIRITUALITY – through our ongoing retreat and support group days Friends can embrace religious diversity without compromising one’s spiritual values as they search for lasting peace and reconciliation of all Faiths to unite as ‘One Spiritual Family’ sharing God’s love for all and to all. 
POSITIVE ACTION - unique concept of sharing God’s Love through a common sensed approach of putting practical religious/spirituality into positive action for all who are seeking peace where mutual respect is essential for the integration of all faiths/beliefs.·        
VIRTUAL SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY - (a monastery without walls) based on the core values of Franciscan Spirituality, where the Creator God is Love and by inviting all to come and share that love as brothers and sisters by embracing a ‘spiritual way life,’ from the comforts of their own home. 
TRAINING AND EDUCATION- We understand that our spiritual unfolding is an ongoing process, and dedicate ourselves to continually deepening our personal spiritual practice, that our service may be grounded in an authentic and evolving spiritual life of both Franciscan and Essenic Spirituality.   
HONOURING OUR SACRED CONTRACTS -– As committed men and women who have embraced the monastic life within the TCOSF, we are encouraged to remember our unity, honoring our uniqueness as a child of God. We achieve this by aiming to keep our hearts and minds open to everyone, celebrating difference but not separation. We refuse to marginalize people on the basis of age, disability, state of health, race, gender, nationality, religion, sexuality, economic status or any other distinction. We understand the importance of practicing what we preach, and agree to uphold the ethical and practical principles of the spiritual path we follow. We recognize that all paths emphasize the importance of honesty, respecting self and others, non-stealing and non-harming. Knowing that truthfulness brings freedom, we aim to cultivate conscious and clean communication. We aim to speak and listen as truly as we can, being mindful that our words are kind, true and useful. Since we value purity of awareness, we support each other in exercising maturity over the ingestion of intoxicants or mind-altering substances. 
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Does your heart resonate with St. Francis/Lord Kutumi’s energies?
Would you like to get to know more about St Francis?
Is your heart troubled by the state of the world caused by man’s 
       inhumanity to one’s fellow man?
Are you willing to get involved in a practical way to help generate 
       positive energy from your own home and sacred space?
Do you have a love for Nature and the Natural World?
Do you benefit from being with nature - God’s Cathedral?
Are you familiar with the words ‘K.I.S.S?
Would you welcome additional support in rediscovering how best to 
       connect with healing energies of the Divine Feminine to self heal?
Are you ready to let go of your life by surrendering your heart to 
       Source?
Is your heart crying out for stability, inner peace and solace in 
       your life today?
Are you searching for new methods that have stood the test of 
       time (8000 years) to help you release and reclaim your inner child 
       and experience a meaning and purpose in your life?
Are you aware that the Essenes (men and Women) are the 
       Founding Fathers of Psychotherapy and reprogramming negative 
       mindsets into positive affirmations?
Would you like to rediscover their healing tools to reprogramme 
       your Soul’s DNA today?
Is there a need for Balance –Harmony and Divine Connectedness 
       in your heart-home-career and sacred space? 
Would you appreciate knowing how to work with the sacred 
       influences of the Archangels and their essence used in the Angel 
       Bagua to self heal?
Do you know what the Angel Bagua really is? If not, would you 
       welcome knowing how to use it effectively to self heal through 
       nature?
If you have answered YES to any of the above, then maybe this course could be right for your heart to unlock the Mystery of the ancients and reclaim your personal power and start to enjoy living your life to the full…………………..
Membership to the Tau Community of Saint Francis 
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As Lay Monastic’s, we honor the Divine Feminine within our Hearts

WHAT DOES A MEMBER OF THE TAU COMMUNITY DO?
Some souls pray a great deal, but do not love. This is not unity to God. This is unity to prayer. But the goal of prayer is unity with all that we have been taught through the ancient teachings of Christ, Mohammed and Abraham. God is love. Prayer brings us to love, to softer hearts, to forgiveness and patient service to others. 
In a world where many are searching for God but scared to ask for fear of being ridiculed by family or friends, here we befriend anyone who is hungry for a spiritual diet based on God's Love. That love is not compromised by centuries of clerics who have abused God's word to suit their own agenda or ego. It is a love that inspires the soul to embrace Fellowship with likeminded souls seeking to replace the void in their hearts with inner peace without the constraints of feeling 'unworthy or useless.' 
The members of the Tau Interfaith Franciscan Monastic Community seek to live this message of love and kindness as demonstrated by Saint Francis to Jesus and Mother Mary in his personal walk of faith.   
MEMBERSHIP
Unlike many other faith groups who insist that all new initiates undergo a selection process which may stipulate spending large sums of money before one is finally accepted as a member.
Joining the Tau Family is a spiritual journey that embraces the more practical aspects of providing tangible support where nourishment is freely offered with no hidden agenda other than 'Give and Take.'  
There are currently Three Groups of Membership within the Tau Community of Saint Francis. They are:
Friend of the League of Friends. As a Friend /Volunteer -one who supports the vision of the TCOSF by sharing with like minded friends about our interfaith community to support the Monastic community continue to live out their calling.  
An Oblate- one who lives a spiritual life from their own home -their monastery without walls, without having to enter a monastic community. Ideal for anyone already living a religious /spiritual life but with the assurances that they are part of a wider monastic fellowship. 
The Postulant, or trainee Monastic- one who enters the monastic community as a Postulant, then as a Novice before being welcomed as an ordained interfaith Franciscan Monastic.
Note on Membership:
Anyone interested in seeking to develop their spiritual life as part of an interfaith spiritual network are invited to come and chat with Brother Sean or one of the Team any Sunday during one of our Open Days (2pm-4pm) at the Monastery of Saint Francis in Storth, South Lakes, UK).
Membership to our monastic community is more about seeking support and caring for the carer on the front line of interfaith ministry. Membership does not impose any stipulations on anybody to plough oneself through academic courses in order to be accepted as one of the Tau Interfaith Monastic Community of Saint Francis. 
Membership is open to all soul seekers in search of simplicity and integrity where their hearts are in tune with the Natural World-The Franciscan Soul regardless of belief, sexual orientation, disability, academic achievements, status, etc.
Membership recognizes the uniqueness of each individual as a child of God where they are welcomed in true Franciscan style without judgment, etc. There is no pressure placed on any person to compromise their individuality so as to be accepted. Each person's application is judged on its own merit.  
1. FRIEND or Volunteer-  
2  OBLATE {on-line monastic virtual community}
3. Postulant or trainee Interfaith Franciscan Monastic monk
The prophetic words from both John O Donohue and Thomas Merton, men who embraced a 'Special Mystical Hermetic Relationship with their God,' strongly recommend that we learn from the past by not adopting ancient rules and rituals that no longer serve our highest good. 
According to St. Francis, 'People will do anything, no matter how absurd, in order to avoid facing their own souls. They will practice Indian yoga and all its exercises, observe a strict regimen of diet, learn theosophy by heart, or mechanically repeat mystic texts from literature of the whole world – all because they cannot get on with themselves and have not the slightest faith that anything useful could ever come out of their own souls. Thus the soul has gradually been turned into a Nazareth from which nothing good can come....”


Tau Community Members
[image: C:\Users\brothersean\Desktop\Tau Files 2009\Monastics Clothing January 3rd 2010\Pic Mother with M R Sr T.jpg]
Members of my Spiritual family. (Left to Right): Sr. Theresa, Brother Murray, Mother Olivea and Brother Rob
[image: C:\Users\brothersean\Desktop\Tau Files 2009\Monastics in ceremonial dress 29 Jan 2010\100_1957.JPG]
(Left to Right): Mother Olivea with Brother Sean and Sister
[image: C:\Users\Public\Pictures\Kodak Pictures\oblates clothing day\Oblates January 2010.jpg]
Our New Oblates: (L-R) Brothers Rob, Murray, Peter and Harry 
Tau Community of Saint Francis - Discernment Days and Weekends
[image: C:\Users\Brother Sean\Pictures\2009-07-19 Magdalene Day\Magdalene Day 002.JPG]

There are a number of ways in which we attempt to show interested Candidates our fraternal, ministerial and prayerful ‘Tau Interfaith Franciscan’ life-style…
Being welcomed in our monastery for prayer gatherings and meals 
Being invited to attend various Liturgical celebrations 
Being given an open invitation to visit our monastery when in the neighborhood 
The single most meaningful occurrence, however, is our Discernment Days /Weekends which we offer 6 times during the academic year in our South Lakes monastery. The purpose of these gatherings is:
To give Candidates the opportunity to meet with our Interfaith Franciscan Brothers 
                and Sisters. 
To give Candidates the opportunity to witness our Franciscan brothers and sisters in  
                 ministry 
To give Candidates the opportunity to get to know and support each other 
Each of our Discernment Weekends offers a different theme.  They are presented by a number of our brothers and sisters, well known and respected in their field.
Our 'Come and See' weekends are exactly that, an opportunity to come and see and meet other men and women discerning where The Spirit of God is leading them, meet our Interfaith Franciscan brothers and sisters, visit their ministries, speak with them about their vocation journey, learn more about our varied interfaith ministries in the UK, enjoy some good, relaxing fellowship with our Capuchin brothers and get to know each other better. Attending a discernment weekend does not obligate a person but offers them an opportunity to know more about our Interfaith Franciscan monastic way of life..........


The Tau symbol of Saint Francis 

[image: ]

Here we have a sacred symbol that genuinely represents peace, unity, wholeness for light workers. Today, light workers are facing many challenges in their personal lives leaving them feeling depleted in energy and isolated. 

The therapists of the Sean Bradley Academy were given a vision from Lord Kutumi (Saint Francis) in July 2006, inviting us to establish an interfaith community across the world supporting all therapists and carers access healing support and respite. 
Being a member of the Tau Community is like joining a family of ‘soul mates’ that eventually become Friends for life. 

"Hold back nothing of yourself for yourself, so that he who gives Himself totally to you may receive you totally." St. Francis. 
The family of Tau cares for the ‘Wounded Healer’ in our society?  Many people who have become therapists do so, because they genuinely want to help others; many come to train as therapists of the Academy because they have worked through healing themselves and feel they are in a position to help others. However, when we begin to help others, the healing of others naturally brings up unfinished business within ourselves. Unless we are fully aware of this, we can end up projecting our problems onto the already traumatized client /patient, sometimes in a very subtle way. Everyone likes to see a way of life lived and demonstrated so they can see for themselves that it is workable, that there is nothing theoretical or airy-fairy about it.
A recent channeled message from Sananda Jesus spoke a clear message to our hearts. “What you are doing here in this Centre of Light is something many will do in the days ahead. Therefore you hold a very great responsibility in your hands, and all that is done here must be clear for all to see. Never try to keep what you have found for yourselves. It has been given to you freely, therefore you must give it freely to those who ask and seek. You have done pioneering work; let others reap the benefit of your experience gladly and joyously. This is how this wonderful way of life will be speeded up, and more and more souls will live it and put it into practice until My kingdom is brought down on earth for all to see. With love and many blessings, Sananda Jesus.

Ways you can support the Tau Vision
If you are undecided as to whether the life of an Oblate or monastic living the lay monastic life from your own home is most definitely not for you, why not still join?

Everyone is welcome to become a Friend of the Tay family by supporting our Tau League of Friends. If you would like to receive an application form, then please email the Secretary at: TCOSF @aol.com   
Namaste 
(Rev). Sister Theresa TCOSF
Director of Oblates and Postulants
 


How to contact us:

The Tau Community of St. Francis
Monastery of St. Francis,
Chapel Gap,
Storth Road, 
Storth, 
Milnthorpe. 
Cumbria. LA7 7JL

Tel: +0044-1524-762292

Email: Sister Theresa Dent:  TCOSF@aol.com


www.interfaithfranciscans.com
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