Stages of formation for TERTIARY Oblates within  the Tau Community of Saint Francis

How do I become a Tertiary Oblate in the Tau Community? 
Stage 1 Having a look!
If you feel that God wants you be a Tertiary Oblate /Lay Monastic, you begin your journey by reflecting on our simple way of Franciscan Life as found in the ‘Little Way.’ You are assigned a named mentor and together you are encouraged to draw up your own rule of life. You are encouraged to join the community for daily prayer on our Livestream channel whenever possible.

Stage 2 – Oblate and Postulant 
As an Oblate/Postulant lay monastic you embrace the Franciscan way from your own home-your monastery without walls as part of our virtual monastic community. There is a gradual introduction to the essential elements of our Franciscan life such as prayer and work. Active participation in the prayer of the Franciscans Community lasts between 6 months to 2 years. If you and the community feel this what God is asking of you, you become a novice.

Stage 3 – Oblate and Novice 
Having a look more closely! A deeper introduction is given into prayer, liturgy. More time for study and reflection on the elements of our monastic life. You become a member of the Tau Community and are invited to attend our monthly meetings using skype. Lasts about 2 years and you wear your own clothes, not a habit.  Both you and the community reflect on whether you are ready for the next stage - profession.

Stage 4 - Junior Lay Monastic
You make a commitment before God and to your brothers and sisters of the Tau Community!  You are invited to embrace a spirit of Providence with detachment from all material possessions. You are guided to follow your own heart re: the number of vows you wish to make. Several of our monastic’s take the ‘sevenfold vows of obedience, compassion, universal citizenship, stability and conversion of life according to the Rule of St. Francis and our Constitutions. These are for a period of 5 years. 

Re: The Habit, you are not forced to wear a habit. However, you are encouraged to take an active part in the work and prayer life of our Order. You may be involved in study or professional development. With the brothers and sisters of the Tau Community you reflect on whether you are ready to take the final step!

Stage 5 – Solemn profession as a Lay Monastic
You make a solemn commitment before God to make your ‘solemn vows’ to the Rule of St. Francis and our Constitutions for LIFE. You become a full member of the Order. Once you become a solemn professed monastic, you are invited to be commissioned to undertake specific blessings as an ordained monastic of the Tau family. 

You have signed a blank cheque for God to write on as He wants. You put your trust in God and in the Order. Then you discover it is only the beginning!!!
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