The Tau Community of Saint Francis
An Overview of the Formation Programme for Oblates and Lay Monastics
“An Inner Pathway to Source and Your Soul”

Entrance into the Tau Community of Saint Francis:

1): The Postulancy Period of discernment lasts for 6 months. 
      Each student Oblate completes the Tree of Life course online.

2):  The Novitiate Period of discernment lasts for Two Years prior to the Oblate being officially received into the Tau Community of Saint Francis as a lay monastic.

Year 1: Thereasean Spirituality: Entering Your Interior Castle- Your Soul.
Year 2: (First 6 months): Embrace your personal spirituality and beliefs (Last 6 
              months): Embrace the Little Way of Franciscan Spirituality 
              embracing the 7 Keys to Wellness and Wholeness.

3): Upon completion of the 2 Year Novitiate period of studies, the Oblate is interviewed and invited to make their Sevenfold Vows/Promises. The new monastic is officially welcomed into the Tau Community of St Francis.

Upon completion of the Novitiate, each new lay monastic enters a period of discernment lasting 5 years before taking their solemn vows of consecration for life. 

 4) The 5 Year Scholastic Period of Learning

Year 1:  The Spirituality re: Abrahamic Faiths  (Judaism, Islam and Christianity) including Celtic 
               Spirituality.
Year 2:  The Spirituality re: The Scrivas of St. Hildergard of Bingen 
Year 3:  Creation Spirituality by Matthew Fox
Year 4:  Eastern Spirituality. Choose your subject and explore the mystery
Year 5:  The Gospel of Peace & the Essenic Communions of the Therapeutia Essenes of Mount 
               Sinai
Feast Of Saint Francis: Solemn Profession of Sevenfold Vows including the option of choosing the vows of material detachment, Celibacy, Obedience and enclosure.

The solemn professed monk will be licensed to participate in the blessings of all God’s children as per the guidelines of the Tau Community of Saint Francis.
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