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Mother Olivea’s MESSAGE
Dear Friends, 
Brother Sean has invited me to write to you and introduce myself, so I thank him for this opportunity. Last year I undertook the role of Mother Abbess to the Tau Community of Interfaith Franciscans, - an great honour and a great adventure, enriched by the friendship of “Mighty Companions” on the spiritual Path, by inspirational gatherings, laughter and surprises!  If you examine the Community web-site you will find a wealth of information about various ways you can share in Monastic life of the community, and we look forward to hearing from you!  The deep desire for a life-style based on spirituality, service and reverence for life, is rising in strength and determination all over the world; with this is a growing recognition of the essential unity and common heritage of the great religious traditions as treasuries of teaching and devotion that can bless and inspire  all of us  who love and search for Truth, Beauty and Goodness in every aspect of our shared life. This is why I am particularly excited by our plans to teach and prepare those called to work in the field of Interfaith understanding and ministry; the world is really waiting for this! Whatever our life’s pathway may be, we can make the Kingdom of Heaven a reality if we bring all our activities – all our thinking, feeling and doing - into the Heart; for it is within the Heart that the living presence of God is to be found.  
“Cleverness” alone cannot redeem the world; nor can emotional extravagance or indifference. Frantic activity achieves less than a calmly ordered and rhythmic pattern of Being and Doing.  (I am still learning this last one!). Sometimes the path seems easy,  sometimes it is steep and slippery;  sometimes the way seems clear, sometimes it is dark; All these experiences help us to grow provided we have two things; a strong “vertical” link with  the Divine, and an equally strong “horizontal” link with each other.  In this way, a Cross of Light is formed, which guides and protects us, in every direction 
If we become “ Stuck”  in our ways, we are often challenged to overcome our fear of the unknown;  rather like young eagles, who being cared for by devoted parents, are reluctant to fly;   so they are gradually nudged nearer and nearer to the edge of the ledge where their nest is built, and – at the right moment –  pushed over !!!  Help! All seems lost!  Nobody loves us anymore! But wait!  Mother and Father swoop down below their floundering offspring and catch them on their outspread wings, and all is well.  This lesson is repeated until the young ones “twig” what they are meant to do!!  They FLY!    
So, let us look to our connections with God and with each other, and remember that  ever  “underneath, are the everlasting arms “ of the One who knows and loves us, more than we can imagine.  We send you love and blessings and hope to meet you soon!
Mother Olivea.   

A MESSAGE FROM DIRECTOR OF OBLATES
                                                             	
A Reflection on the Nature Realm.
Dear All
Recently I was fortunate enough to spend some time in Gods Cathedral of Nature in the Lake District with a companion. Our time together was short but, we through various walks experienced all 4 elements of Air, Fire, Water and Earth which we found in the varied environment, where we walked.
At this time of year, which  we recognize, once again  as Springtime , we are immersed in nature ,we become witness to the infinite abundance of Gods goodness and bounty , a time of flora, and  fauna  BECOMING ALIVE before our eyes .
Looking back in time to last winter , we have all of us endured conditions which have been arduous ,harsh, and taxing on all levels as we have  coped from day to day  with our daily lives ,in the midst of freezing temperatures,
Snowfalls, hard frosts and disruption to transport links, indeed the conditions caused some fatalities in the United Kingdom.
My own visits to the lake district were infrequent and despite seeing the snow capped hills of the surrounding mountains and fells, it seemed to me that the land had entered a state of hibernation- Mother Earth was conserving her energy through the short daylight hours and long nights, and I for one, would have been content going into hibernation mode having a prolonged period of time under the duvet!!
As we had endured such conditions during winter, it was a welcome realisation that Nature had sprung into life with the rise of temperature and lengthening daylight hours during the last 2 weeks in April and the first weeks of May.
 I observed a bumble bee floating from flower to flower collecting nectar as well as other insects awakening from their slumber. 
On the trees depending on which species of tree I was looking at, the buds were glistening, ready to bring forth the flowers and the newly formed foliage, the flowers always came first, in a wonderful array of vibrant colour, the flowers of the cherry blossom tree was plentiful especially in the garden of the Monastery of St Francis, cars parked in the drive way surrounded by a carpet of pink flowers. 
On the walks that myself and my companion had enjoyed together, on the beach at the nature reserve on Walney island, we sensed that we were in unity with the elements, being immersed as we were in the sights and sounds of Gods creation, inspiring a sense of wonder in our hearts that we were truly present in that moment in Gods creation on that bright day.
It seemed the earth was alive with flora and fauna celebrating a new beginning, a new rebirth of life.
Within the interaction of the elements, on a sandy beach with tides, shingle, wind, marshland, birds, and bright sunshine at this place. I sensed, within my heart a quiet joy that we were in a place that we were empowered to praise god, the divine creator of Mother Earth, in which ever way we were drawn to at this time.
On reflection, following this short escapade into nature, my realization is:
In order for us  appreciate fully the wonder of God’ creation, and recharge our wilting spirits  we would all do well to spend a period of quiet time ,in our gardens, by our lakes ,in our countryside , places where we can JUST BE and be open to the divine embracing us.

Jesus had said to his disciples: Come with me by yourselves and get some rest. (Mark 6 .31) 
Let us take his words to heart this springtime 
Sr Theresa TCOSF

MESSAGE FROM BROTHER SEAN (BROTHER GENERAL)
On June 29th (Feast Day of Saint’s Peter and Paul), I was guided to return to my heart and listen to Lord Kutumi about plans for the Tau Community of Interfaith Franciscans. The twelve light workers who received the message back in July 2006 never anticipated that the vision would unfold in God’s time and not theirs! Human nature presented a serious of challenges for the twelve as they had expected that the vision would be ‘All done and dusted’ in their time to meet their agenda!’ many were indeed called by Lord Kutumi to nurture the vision and steer it through the turbulent waters of rejection from within the Abrahamic religious family. 

Undeterred, by many doors closing, friends walking away and offers of practical help being withheld possibly because of man’s fears, the Mighty Companions under the spiritual leadership of Mother Olivea are assured in their hearts that we are safe in God’s hands. When my heart was guided to invite Mother Olivea to become our Mother Abbess back in July 2009, it was a leap of faith to say the very least. Why? Because we didn’t have an Abbey and only an Irish monk would behave in such an erratic fashion. This request was God’s plan and by following one’s heart, God’s Divine Plan would be activated so that the members within the Tau family would be safeguarded and protected by Love and Light and not left exposed to the attacks from the antichrist. Mother Olivea is recognized as God’s representative within the Tau Community. We are humbled and honored to have such a wise spiritual soul lead us not through a non hierarchical framework where God’s love is witnessed not in dogma but more from our sharing in Franciscan Hospitality with each other. Mother’s love, wisdom and knowledge of all faiths make us valued and respected and together we can rejoice in our collective gatherings by embracing God through the Natural World- the Franciscan Soul of simplicity. Having such a wise spiritual Mother guide and mentor us in our spiritual journey towards the ‘I AM PRESENCE,’ her unique ministry is on a par with the Loricas as found in the ancient Celtic tradition where creation was respected as sacred. 

Though we have shown signs of ‘spiritual wear and tear’ in God’s ministry supporting the vision given to our hearts for all mankind, we are enormously proud of what God continues to do for each one of us on a daily basis by meeting our all our needs. In the eyes of the world though we may be few in number our hearts are ablaze with Divine Love to see the vision from Lord Kutumi for an eco sustainable spiritual community become a visible reality, we the Might Companions of Francis will remain entwined with God’s heart beat to detract the onslaught from the antichrist to overthrow Lord Kutumi’s vision whereby all faiths can come and celebrate their unique cultural, spiritual and religious diversity as one-friends and lay monastic’s within the Tau Community of Interfaith Franciscans.

Lord Kutumi’s vision is real! 
The challenges are great! 
The rewards are plentiful! 
The vision is not for the faint hearted or foolish! 
The vision is for those who are disciplined in their spiritual path with one’s God!
The vision is for those who are committed to ‘making a real difference’ in sustainable living by respecting God’s creation!
The vision is for brothers and sisters to UNITE from all faith groups!
Lord Kutumi’s vision is a personal call from the heart of the Creator to COME TOGETHER and DEMONSTRATE one’s love of God in action, not in the board room!
The vision is a live testimony of how we ‘Walk God’s Talk by how we love one another in action!
The vision is a Divine Blueprint given by God to all mankind to eradicate all forms of religious oppression, injustice and violence both to mankind and the earth!
The vision is God’s personal invitation to the spiritually impoverished to return back home to a loving Father Mother God!
The vision is a practical demonstration of how we can embrace all faiths to form a working cooperative for all like minded hearts and minds to UNITE-FORGIVE-HEAL-RESTORE!
The vision requires laborers and they are few!

Is Lord Kutumi and Magdalene touching your heart as you read about their vision for a sustainable community comprising of both lay monastic’s and Friends? If you are so inspired to leave your energetic footprints behind by doing something practical and beautiful that would make a difference for all mankind are you sufficiently interested to get your hands and feet dirty for Source and Mother Earth? If you are smitten by the vision and would like to become actively involved then please come and join us on Sunday July 25th at 2pm and celebrate the Feast of Magdalene by presenting her with your heart. 

If you are unable to physically be present but are still sufficiently interested in supporting Lord Kutumi and Magdalene’s vision given to the members of the Tau Community of Interfaith Franciscans to establish ‘KUTUMI VILLAGE’ then you can support us in many other ways, such as:
· By your daily prayers and support.
· By making a donation to the Tau Community’s League of Friends
· By spreading the word about the vision to your friends and database by inviting them to read this Newsletter or by visiting the Tau website at www.interfaithfranciscans.com
· By putting out a positive intention to the universe that you are interested to work alongside Mother Earth and the Creator to support this vision.

The name given for this laudable project will be known as ‘Kutumi Village.’ The eco sustainable community will incorporate the Abbey of Saint Francis (Lord Kutumi) of Peace and Compassion providing a monastic environment whereby en and women will live a simple spiritual life as lay monastic’s in individual eco pods. Surrounding the Abbey will be additional single and double eco pods providing a range of accommodation for visitors seeking spiritual retreats or respite as well as for our permanent members, otherwise known as the ‘Friends of the Tau Community’ whose practical skills will provide the financial support for the running of the community. Within the woodlands adjacent to the eco pods will be a range of additional buildings and chosen areas to grow, plant and sell. There will be an animal sanctuary for sick and abandoned animals, a pet cemetery, market gardens, craft shops and the Abbey tea room, etc. money will hopefully not be required within the village of Kutumi as each member will be encouraged to return to the ancient practices of ‘bartering’ for goods and services, etc.
   
Like all visions of faith, after the ‘honeymoon period,’ we will experience the lean times when the heart will be tested to doubt the vision, especially when ‘nothing appears to be happening.’ But if we follow in the footsteps of the many great eco spiritual warriors such as Gandhi and Martin Luther King, then we know that God will not abandon His people. When the Rev. King stood up and said to the Black American People, ‘Today, I have a dream,’ little did he anticipate that after forty years of trials, opposition and racial hatred from the white American people, his prayers would be answered with an all black American President. Is that not a miracle? So, too is was for Moses who was guided to lead God’s chosen people across the Red Sea after forty years in captivity. To his personal regret, God prohibited Moses from crossing the Red Sea with his people because of his disobedience! If we say we are 100% behind Lord Kutumi’s vision, then we know that we will not be permitted to be part of it if we doubt God’s promises.   

When the Prophet Jesus invited the ordinary men and women to become His disciples, Jesus never abandoned them in their darkest hour! Instead, He demonstrated to them the real need for personal prayer by withdrawing away from the crowds to that secret space wherein their hearts would be restored by their Father Mother God in heaven. Jesus persistently reminded His followers, ‘to be forever watchful should they fall prey to ego or from the evil one who would devour them. I have seen this happen so many times within the fraternity of like minded souls who became scornful when challenged to reflect on their attitudes/actions not representative of being a disciple of Truth. They would deceive their friends and community by secretively planning to discredit or overthrow the spiritual harmonic balance through discord and disrespect for their spiritual leaders. Their responses were influenced not by hearts filled with selfless love but from inflated egos that the antichrist would use to destroy God’s vision for His already divided and disillusioned family. One has only to reflect on what has been happening within the Christian Church where clerics were more preoccupied with ‘keeping up appearances’ than healing their egotistical self indulgent lifestyles. Again, there is a belief that the antichrist had hoped for the sex abuse scandals to overthrow the Church leaving no stone unturned. Thankfully, the righteous within the Church rallied to the call for truth and transparence to undermine the attacks of the evil one. It is my strong belief that today, no spiritual group are safe from attack and the need to consolidate the Mighty Companions is greater now than ever before! 

The final word must go to Saint Francis- a man who established a non hierarchical spiritual community where the members would embrace God through simplicity, fellowship and detachment from materialism. Francis never wanted his followers to live in the traditional monastic setting. He wanted his followers to live in the fields and caves just like him and dance with Brother Sun and Sister Moon under the stars of heaven. Francis’ spirituality, though challenged by the might of Rome, soon spread like wildfire across the Tuscan hills touching the hearts of ordinary men and women to adopt his values by sharing everything in common. This is the Divine Blueprint for the ‘Kutumi Village’ where the lay monastic and non lay monastic’s (Friends) would share everything including their availability and vulnerability with the whole community of like minded individuals.    

GOD’S SURVIVAL PLAN:
Lord Kutumi and Magdalene have revealed this survival plan for the ongoing survival of the earth as well as for mankind’s spiritual preparation for the advent of 2012. If we come to this vision through the mind then we know that we shall undermine the simplicity and efficacy of the essence of what God is asking from our hearts at this important time in man’s evolutionary history. By adopting the ancient values of our fellow brother and sister Essenes including the 12th century Francis, then we shall reap what we have sown in our hearts. NLP (Neuro Linguistic Programming) is not the tool for discerning God’s will for our spiritual first aid kit. It is a tool used by the antichrist who leads many souls astray by playing mind games of deceit. We are warned by Lord Kutumi and Magdalene to retain simplicity and honor what the heart is saying and not give credence to the head/ego.

The vision given to the twelve in July 2006 is about returning to ancient values where money is not used but where an exchange of energies / gifts and talents will sustain the entire community. We are confident that when we are united in mind and heart, land will become available and we will march in triumph to our spiritual home just like the Chosen People when they were freed to cross the Red Sea to Sinai. Our position is not to focus on the ‘details,’ etc but to keep our hearts fixed on God and remain totally attuned to our hearts by living the simple life. When the time is right, then and only then will God’s Divine Abundance manifest itself.

As a footnote, have you ever felt as I do when you meet another who shares your values and enjoys being with your energy? Could this be more than pure coincidence? I was made aware several years ago that when I am in the company of such like minded and gifted souls that we are not strangers but friends! Sometime ago, I was assured by Jesus and Magdalene in prayer that when they introduced our hearts to their energetic healing soul therapy over 2000 years ago when we lived by the Red Sea near Mount Sinai as therapists, Jesus invited us to return to this most difficult of incarnations to be Light Bearers of Truth. I know intuitively that my soul agreed to live as a follower of Jesus as an enclosed Franciscan monk as well as joining the Tau Community of Interfaith Franciscans. In my heart, I also knew that I would remain totally detached from the world and not become embroiled in its dramas! s a member of the Tau family of lay monastic’s though I live out my personal monastic live from my monastery without walls, I am part of a vibrant loving spiritual community that does not talk about God’s love but rather embraces that love through Franciscan hospitality where mutual respect is sacrosanct. 

I have met so many souls in my work as therapist and pastoral spiritual counselor who reveal in conversation that they are here to suffer in this life! In the early days, I accepted their truth but of late my heart was guided by the Cosmic Christ to remind them that this is the final incarnation and any thoughts about suffering for past lives today is nothing more than indulging in pure fantasy and ego. What I was guided to share with others is that we were encouraged to bring into this incarnation all the nuggets of wisdom from our previous lives and learn from them. As we have no entered the energies of the Cosmic Christ we are guided by Spirit to embrace not just the masculine energies of Christ but equally and more importantly embrace those of the Divine Feminine, Magdalene. And what better way to celebrate that marriage of both the Divine Masculine with the Divine Feminine energies of the Cosmic Christ than become willing participants and activists for the Kutumi Village.     

Our vision is to locate a suitable plot of land and to establish an eco sustainable way of life where members of the community will live alongside like-minded people. We will all surrender our hearts to God and Mother Earth by embracing a life of simplicity, peace and compassion by sharing God’s love and abundance. We do not make judgments – we are open to all faiths and none.
Following a visit from Carlo Schroder, Inter Faith Development Officer of the North West Forum of Faiths here at our Monastery on Tuesday 6th July, I  sensed God’s presence guiding my heart to open the doors by personally inviting the North West Interfaith Network to be equal partners with the Tau Community and together support Saint Francis’s vision for ‘Kutumi Village’ and make it a ‘Field of Dreams for God’ where men and women from our interreligious faith community be encouraged to adopt the vision as their personal invitation from a Monotheistic God of Love. 
The vision from Saint Francis was not for the Christian Church like the Taize Community set up by Brother Rogere, a Lutheran professor, to unite all Christians after the Second World War in Europe to be reconciled. Taize is an all male Ecumenical Christian monastic community which still attracts the youth from all faiths to be reconciled with God. The Tau Vision is for all faiths to come together and demonstrate God’s love in action without the rhetoric, dogma and religious conversion to one belief.  God’s vision given to my heart at the tomb of St. Francis in 2008 was to ‘restore all faiths to come and celebrate together as one loving family by demonstrating a heart’s response to God’s Love for all beliefs by ‘Walking God’s Talk’ on the front line of interfaith ministry.  
On behalf of Mother Olivea and our lay monastic community and our Friends we extend a warm hand of friendship to the membership of the North West Interfaith Network to be equal partners with us as we proceed to empower souls embrace God through the Natural World-the Franciscan soul of simplicity, peace and compassion for all faiths and none. Will you join us? 
You may contact us through our website www.interfaithfranciscans.com Tel: 01524-762292       

Namaste
Brother Sean
(Brother General and Founder of the Tau Community of Saint Francis)
 
DETAILS OF OUR FORTHCOMNING RETREAT DAYS FOR MEMBERS, FRIENDS/ OBLATES AND MONASTIC’S ARE ALL LISTED ON THE WEBSITE AT: www.interfaithfranciscans.com 
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