Uniting all Faith Groups as ONE SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY through Love, Prayer and Service
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COME, LEAVE YOUR NETS BEHIND AND FOLLOW ME AND I WILL MAKE YOU FISHERS OF MEN

Jesus

Why would God inspire someone ordinary- a non academic, and not one of His more brighter pupils well versed in Sacred Scripture, and Canon Law to shoulder God’s vision for restoring His religious family?  Only God can answer. But it must be said that God who cares deeply and passionately about His children is fully aware of how we, His children, can soon lose sight of our need for God. Today is no exception!
Throughout Church history, there are as many examples of how God has tried to rescue His people from slavery to ego and self- sufficiency as there are hairs on a well groomed dog. The Bible is a testimony of numerous case studies of how God tried to intervene in the lives of His impoverished people by sending them Abraham, Moses, Jesus, Magdalene, Mohammed, St. Benedict, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Theresa of Avilla, St. Hildergard von Bingen, St. Therese of Lizeux, St. Bernadette of Lourdes, Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Saint Mother Theresa of Calcutta, HRH. Princess Diana and countless more have followed in God’s name to speak God’s simple message to their hearts. 

It is a well known fact in Catholic Church history that many of the Founders of religious orders of men and women were eventually ousted by their own members under the direct influence of their Church. Many paid the price for their devotion and loyalty to God by being excommunicated or removed to some remote monastery. Mary Magdalene, known as the ‘Beloved disciple of Jesus,’ was another victim who was forced out of Jerusalem by the early founding Fathers of Christianity. Instead of the Apostles be thankful that here they had one whom Jesus loved, their pride, envy and jealousy forced them to have her name discredited as a prostitute. Magdalene, like so many ardent souls who gave their lives to God in service to His Son, Jesus, each came a cropper for daring to be different. Why is it that so many enlightened men and women who hold positions of God’s power as His representatives would rather ignore the message and shoot the messenger! Why would anyone want to do this? Pride! The sin of all evils still haunts the cloisters of every Church and Temple to this day because man is fearful of change and prefers to leave things alone for fear of ‘rocking the boat.’ Our reluctance to embrace the God of change in whatever form engenders a false sense of security usually leaving the soul restless and vulnerable to vitriolic attack until it surrenders to God. 

In each period of Church history where mankind has apparently lost their way because of bad leadership of the most corrupt kind, Mother Mary has always stepped in to safeguard and protect God’s children from despair. Her many Apparitions on earth are testament to that fact especially at Lourdes in France. Here, Mother Mary appeared to a young shepherd girl called Bernadette and before Mother Mary could entrust the miracles to this young uneducated simple and innocent child, Mother Mary put Bernadette through a series of personal challenges to test her obedience and simplistic faith in God. On one occasion Mother Mary invited Bernadette to summon all the senior Clergy of the Church together with the local dignitaries, including the Town Mayor and his staff and the local population to attend the Grotto at Masabielle where she would perform a miracle for all God’s family. It appeared that whilst no one could hear or see Mother Mary at the Grotto, Bernadette was instructed to perform several tasks to support the Blessed Virgin Mary. As soon as Bernadette began digging up the weeds with her bare hands, she was guided by Mother Mary to eat them. To everyone’s horror, Bernadette was ridiculed and scorned by the senior clergy including the local Bishop and religious who came out of mere curiosity to watch. Her failure gave their pride a sense of personal satisfaction! In desperation and deep sadness for their daughter, Bernadette’s parents and family came to her aid and began dragging poor dishevelled Bernadette away from the grotto sobbing and crying for her Heavenly Mother whom she loved. Soon, the area around the grotto appeared empty with the exception of a young man from the village who was sat on a branch of a tree with his feet dangling when suddenly he felt the flow of running water around his feet. He immediately ran towards the hills shouting aloud for Bernadette and her family to return, but they had gone. He ran towards the village to summon everyone back to the grotto to see the miracle but they too had disappeared! In despair, he felt the pain of rejection that the community had unfairly inflicted upon poor Bernadette and her family.
Given that Marianologists have written in great detail about the spiritual significance for the apparitions at Lourdes, I will try to share what my heart has been saying to me each time I continue to watch the video, ‘Song of Bernadette.’ I am challenged never to go to ego but always remain loyal to what my heart guides me to do rather than to indulge my ego. The story of Bernadette is one perfect example why God’s Mother chose her because of her qualities. I dare say that possibly God would have preferred to reveal the miracle of Lourdes to one more eminent in the religious life, or one of the senior clerics to reveal to the world what God was trying to share with His children. Instead, Mother Mary chose Bernadette to offer a way forward for God’s children to follow Bernadette’s example of what humility and simplicity should mean to those of us who struggle in our total surrender of self to God. 
As with every organisation, the Church is no different to any family, except that is has God at the helm and the Holy Spirit guiding her members to remain loyal to the original message-a message demonstrated by Jesus and His followers to love one another and forgive. In a world were success is praised and humility and simplicity are scorned, it’s no wonder many individuals lose heart with God’s representatives whom they perceive as having ‘lost the plot’ by adhering to rituals and a foreign language in their worship of God. For many centuries, the Church had an important part to play in providing the infrastructure and manpower to support the vulnerable in society. The Church played a positive role in providing basic education and health care delivery across the world. Many institutions benefited from their wealth of experience and disciplines. But success within the Church also brought to the fore scrupulous Popes who were more about enjoying life and fame than being the spiritual shepherd of God’s flock. But God is not one to be hood winked by man’s deviousness and soon they too would have to face the error of their ways. There are thousands of practical examples of how God used ordinary men and women to confound the might of Rome and bring them to heel! St. Francis of Assisi was one such perfect example of a man of God. 

Many scandals came about as a result of man’s greed within God’s Church and let anyone dare to question or challenge such powerful men. Those who raised their concerns were removed and sent to some isolated monastery for the rest of their lives. The infamous Spanish Inquisition Chambers created by the Church of Rome were brought about to remove anyone and everyone who dared challenge the might of what can best be described as a corrupt Church. Many saints were tortured in the name of religion and even suffered cruel deaths as a result of trying to talk sense to the clerics in charge. Ordinary men and women who dared to practice an alternative way of life were hounded and faced death by fire. For many centuries, God’s elected representatives have ruled with an unhealthy fear that has left a lasting legacy to the present day. The removal of the Divine Feminine, Mary Magdalene from there liturgy immediately engendered an unhealthy imbalance of predominant male energy.
Several years ago I was made aware that that Inquisition Chambers are still being used by the Catholic Church in Peru to hunt down the Shamans. As a result of this edict from Cardinal Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict, Shamans have resorted to living high up in the mountainous regions for fear of their lives. Why would a church do this? What are they afraid of? What harm can these Shamans do? Could it be more to do with control?
In various parts of the world, many reports are flooding the press of incidences of abuse from clergy and religious men and women. Why? Again, as with all families, there are skeletons in every household that needs to be brought out into the open and supported through the appropriate channels. It is deeply disturbing to read about senior clergy within the Christiana and Non Christian Faith communities who knowingly were aware of their members perpetrating all manner of abuses from physical to sexual on young children and who did nothing. There have also been reports that when senior clerics were challenged by the victim’s families they appeared indifferent and smug! In Ireland, the Ryan report is causing serious damage to the reputation of the Catholic community. Many are shocked by the events which have now been made public revealing the thousands of innocent children were repeatedly exposed to systematic abuse over many years by nuns, priests and brothers. One begs the question how ever did the Church allow this to happen knowingly for so long before doing anything? When senior clerics were publicly interviewed about their knowing of such priests who were knowingly abusing children in their diocese and who were quietly removed to another diocese without informing the authorities, when challenged, they appear indifferent! I wonder what Jesus would be saying to them if He were standing before them? I sense that religion can breed a special core group who see themselves outside of the law and when the opportunity is ripe, they will seek their own will over God’s.

The three major world religions represented within the Abrahamic Faith, Muslim, Christianity and Judaism, are accused of misleading God’s people by their abuse of God’s word by deliberately taking specific texts out of context or by not revealing the true written word of God from God to their members. Senior clerics have used and abused God’s word for centuries to suit their personal agendas by instilling fear and control upon their religious family. The finding of the Dead Sea Scrolls was a God incident when a shepherd found the sacred texts that were to create a stir for many senior clerics across the Abrahamic faith communities. At last, ordinary men and women could read the actual truth as it was documented by the Essenic Fathers thousands of years ago. Why would senior clerics want to keep the truth from their flocks about the life of Jesus? And why would a Church insist on its members believing unholy truths wrapped up in a papal encyclical that Magdalene was a prostitute? Thankfully, after nearly two thousand years of challenging senior clerics, they finally relented and spoke publicly to their faithful, ‘that they got the wrong Mary!’  

And now for the question that surely must be a lottery winner, ‘Why did God speak to His Prophets down through the centuries?’ Could God be speaking again today through the simple vision given to the members of the Tau Interfaith Franciscan monastic community to prepare it for new changes?’ Only God can truthfully answer these! But in answer to the question, ‘Is there a need for the Interfaith Franciscan community of St. Francis,’ in our world today, my heart would have to say yes before God. Having lived as a committed Catholic Christian for over five decades, I have now chosen to listen to my heart and be guided by the teachings of St. Theresa of Avilla who said: ‘Unless we leave our former religious family and forsake our comfort zone, then we won’t see the face of God.’ As a committed Catholic Christian my heart has guided me to return to living the monastic life, not in the Catholic Church, but as a member of the Tau Community of Interfaith Franciscans. My reasons for opting not to re-enter a Christian monastery is best described in my article, ‘Called to be chosen.’ 

My reasoning for arguing that if ever there was a need for a complete overhaul of lay monasticism surely today is that time to embrace change. As Thomas Merton said, ‘Monasticism is five hundred years out of date.’ Monasteries continue to enforce a way of life that once suited a bye gone era where men and women required that type of discipline and control. Many who feel called or inspired to embrace the monastic life today are deeply challenged by the lack of Christianity towards one another within their communities. Many cannot cope with the stress being placed upon them and eventually they leave their orders emotionally and spiritually wounded for their experience. The attitude is, ‘if thousands of others could endure this life, then why not you; what makes you so different?’ That negative mindset is one based on fear of change and an unwillingness to face fear for what it is actually causes a chain reaction leading to a cancerous growth that will require radical surgery. I believe that the surgical intervention needed today is to bring light into the hearts of God’s people and allow them to choose a less complicated life where they have to undergo a complete change in their identity. 
There are many men and women who desperately wanted to continue in their vocation as monks and nuns in the religious life but for personal reasons they had to face their own fears and leave their spiritual family behind for a world that was alien to them.  Not many would adjust and many would fall by the wayside into deep depression for failing God. If the truth be told, it wasn’t they who failed God but rather the Church who failed them for not listening to the voice of God’s Spirit asking them to change their hearts not just the way they lived the monastic life! 

Jesus said, In my Father’s House there are many mansions.’ We know that God has many followers who are not Christian, Muslim or Jewish. They do not share lineage to Abraham but this does not mean that they have no voice either. As followers in service to the One True and Same God, our duty as God fearing children of the same God, is to try and make amends through love for the injustices that each religious family have unfairly subjected others too. This does demand change at heart level. If we cling to what has always been the norm there will be a reluctance to make progress at soul level. Yes, many faith communities have joined the Interfaith Alliance and meet up regularly to share friendship and discuss current topics, etc. We know that there are religious communities who are committed totally to breaking down barriers through sharing in interfaith dialogue and worship with each other. Whist this is a great step by mankind for God, it really only touches the surface. What better way to worship God than to allow members from different faith communities to come together and share their beliefs as members of an interfaith monastic community. That way, there is a chance of addressing the religious issues face on in a spirit of brotherly and sisterly love.

Some Christian clerics see the Tau Community as being too New age for their way of liking or thinking! They see us as a religious group who may be compromising the love of Jesus with some alien God or deity! What they fail to see is that it is God who is at the heart of the vision not man! If this is true, then why is one so fearful of that change?  I ask the simple question of your hearts, ‘What would Jesus do if He were alive and walking through the corridors of the Interfaith religious communities today? Would He endorse the Tau vision that seeks to unite His Father’s family to come together as one family and praise His father? What would Jesus say to those who are more preoccupied with upholding the ancient rituals and rules that have governed their lives for centuries? Would He not chastise them they same way He condemned the Pharisees for their stubbornness of heart to allow God’s children be free.
Lay monasticism as an Interfaith Franciscan-a member of the Tau Community of Saint Francis is more about coming as you are, not as others see you or want you to behave. Anyone can join regardless of their sexuality, disability, marital status, ethnicity or religious beliefs. The only criteria are that one is willing to embrace the religious diversity of another’s belief without trying to convert them to their way of thinking. We ask that each member respects the others religious beliefs. There are no age restrictions like those stipulated by conventional monastic communities where you have to be aged from 28 up to say, forty five. Those guided by God to come and test their vocation are most welcome from the age of 21 – 80!
The world we live in today needs to level blame at someone other than one’ self. We live in a litigation culture where many of our professionals are afraid to do their work for fear of being sued! How difficult it must be today for religious men and women on the front line of ministry to do their work without suspicions being raised that they could be a paedophile! They need our support not condemnation. Many in our society continue to ‘blame God’ for the state of the world; for the poor; the children who are dying for ant of food and water, etc. It is not God who is to blame but more ordinary men and women who put self first at the sole expense of destroying the life of another. The recent scandals involving the tragic death of baby Peter wasn’t caused by God! It was caused by parents who were selfish to the core and whose lives were more representative of ego, self indulgence and depravity. I accept that whilst God gets an unfair press, there are many in our society who are genuine and who desire integration on all levels. All that one asks is for clear leadership from those who are honourable before God and who practice what they preach like the great St. Theresa of Calcutta.

Our world today desperately needs men and women who are willing to follow in the footsteps of St. Francis empowering mankind embrace the natural world-the Franciscan soul by embracing not only their own religious family but openly and lovingly embracing members of the whole interreligious faith community. They said that the Berlin wall wouldn’t come down ever! But, prayer made it happen. God touched a few earnest hearts who were pleading for an end to separation and He sent the A team to demolish it. There is hope that the same A team will be called upon again to demolish the walls around Jerusalem and in parts of Belfast and Londonderry where God’s people are living in fear of their enemies. As members of the Tau Community of Interfaith Franciscans, we are committed to taking additional vows of non violence and providence to God. Would you be interested in joining the A team for God as a team player and ‘Walk God’s Talk.?’
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