The Tau Interfaith Franciscan Monastic Community of Saint Francis
Fraternity: 
“Inspired by God, St. Francis initiated a gospel form of life that he called a brotherhood according to the example of the life of Christ and His disciples.” 
“For this reason, united by faith in God and nourished at the table both of the Divine Word and interfaith celebration, we love one another that the world may know we are God’s disciples, service to the whole Family of God.”                                                        
· We gather together for prayer 3 times each day.  
· All meals are taken in common.  
· All goods are held in common.  
· Each Monastic’s unique talents are recognized and used for the common good.  
· Important events in brothers’ and sister’s lives are celebrated by all. 
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Our Ministry 
As Interfaith Franciscans living the monastic life, our first chosen vocation is to become a ‘Prayer Consultant for God.’ We achieve this spiritual way of life by the daily support from God’s Spirit by the following means: 
1. Prayer:
“Desiring above all things the Spirit of the Lord and Its holy activity, praying always God with a pure heart, let us offer people a witness of authentic prayer in such a way that they may see and sense in our faces and in the life of our fraternities the goodness and kindness of God present in the world’
As members of an Interfaith Monastic Community, we endorse the teachings of our Founder, St. Francis by upholding a simple belief that as we are all brothers and sisters of the same Loving God of all, when we come together to celebrate each other’s religious beliefs through sacred dance, rituals and shared prayer for the world at large, we do so with humility, reverence and respect.  
· We recite the Liturgy of the Divine Office in common each day 
· We spend two half hour periods of meditation daily 
· Opportunities for Interfaith devotions including Eucharistic Adoration is 
             offered frequently 
· Private prayers and devotions encouraged in accordance with one’s religious 
             beliefs.
· Monthly day of recollection in silence.
· Yearly mandatory 5 day’s retreat in silence.
2. Monastic Social Enterprise in Communal Service through collaborative action. 
As covenanted monastic members of the Tau interfaith Community, we enter a spiritual relationship with God by adhering to several important vows or promises made when we commit our lives in service to God and each other. Another we can achieve this is by living to the same simple rule of St. Francis, namely, that of absolute confidence in our Loving Heavenly Father Mother God who sees our hearts and who will provide for all our daily needs accordingly. This is what we call living to a vision of complete faith and trust in God where there are no guarantees but unconditional love.
Each member of the professed community live to the ‘Tau Rule of Life’ which prohibits one from applying to any statutory body, the Lottery, or any Grant Making Trust for direct funding. Instead, each member makes a practical contribution by sharing their skills and expertise which will contribute towards the running costs of the monastic community. We can raise our daily bread by the following means:
· Making a range of Creative Arts and Crafts, namely, the Tau Prayer Chaplets
· Making homemade preserves, honey and chutneys.
· Making iconography, religious cards, etc.
· Writing and publishing our works.
· Recording our range of healing meditations and chants 
· Running guided and or group spiritual retreats.
· Delivering a range of seminars on: Spirituality; Holistic Therapies; Ecology; Caring for our animals (hens; bees; etc.).
· Providing a woodland cemetery for the ashes of individuals and their pets.
· Providing an animal sanctuary for sick and abandoned animals.
· Naming ceremonies; weddings; blessings, etc.
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