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OBLATE’S INFORMATION GUIDELINES PRE APPLICATION

Our Mission 
 We are an inner Faith Franciscan Lay Monastic community of Love and Peace open to all who have reverence for the sacred and all that life holds.  Our spirituality embraces all faith traditions and all seekers of truth in unity, peace and compassion.

 Vision
As a community we offer a supportive environment for seekers of truth who are light- travelers, providing sanctuary for personal exploration, heart nourishment and healing. The Tau Community of Inner Faith Franciscans provides the following please click here for details

If you are seeking to embrace Source through the Natural World-the Franciscan soul, then come and see…………

If your heart desires holistic living as part of one’s commissioning as modern day lay monastic’s in Divine Service to all faiths and none, then you are indeed most welcome. 

If your heart does not resonate with the above, then living as an Inner faith Franciscan is most assuredly not for you!

©Abbey of St. Francis of Peace and Compassion lay monastic community 2011
Guidelines for Oblates living in their own Home- their monasteries without walls.

Dear Friend
Simple Choices for our Oblate’s Monastic Commitment living as members of our virtual spiritual community from your own home-your monastery without walls.

Embracing the life of as an Oblate, or a trainee contemplative monk in an interfaith mixed sex monastic community from the comforts of your home is something unheard of within the worldwide Franciscan Family. Given that there are literally hundreds of Franciscan religious orders worldwide they provide single sexed communities and are mainly from within the Catholic, Anglican and Episcopalian communities. They insist in a belief in Jesus Christ as their criteria for admission. There is a specified age requirement and anyone over 40 years, are not encouraged to enter. When I ‘Google’ for an interfaith Franciscan community, I found none. 

The Tau Interfaith Franciscan Community of St. Francis offers every individual the opportunity to embrace the life as an Oblate, subject to satisfactory references, etc. Currently, the TCOSF do not have specific restrictions imposed for entrance to their online virtual community. However, the criteria will remain similar to that above with the exception of certain categories. Please read the ‘Oblate’s Application Membership Form,’ on our website.

In keeping with the vision for an inner faith lay monastic community given to our Founder, Brother Sean at the tomb of St. Francis in April 2008, and the Rule of Life for men and women whether single, separated, divorced or married, the choices put to each individual will adhere to Franciscan Simplicity. So, how can a married person or couple embrace the monastic community as Oblates within the Tau Community? Firstly, when a person dedicates their lives to God in active ministry as a married person/couple, they can choose to do one of two things. Namely:

1. They can opt to legally part from the marriage vows but remain as Friends who choose to live a celibate life as monastics.
2. They can choose to continue living together as a happily married couple but covenant their hearts to God as they embrace the life of married monastics.

Trying to allay the fears of the ‘many’ about being an Oblate within the Tau Interfaith Monastic Online Virtual Community is not something that can be done in a letter. If one’s head and not one’s heart is in control of one’s life, then it’s going to take ‘God’s Dynamite,’ to shift this negativism. However, I do accept that whilst, ‘Many are called by the Spirit of God to embrace personal intimacy with God,’ there is only a few individuals who chose to follow their Heart centre and say YES to God’s personal invitation. Maybe, there is a reluctance based on negative press based on personal experiences showing the monastic life as dull, joyless, loaded with rules, rituals, starvation, penance, excessive prayer, locked away with no contact with family or friends. The latter was true for many of us who embraced the monastic life back in the 1960’s. It was a joyless existence that left many men and women mentally and emotionally scarred for life. As Gandhi once said, ‘I love your Christ, but I don’t love your Christians; your Christians are not like your Christ.’ Whilst the nun or monk might look fabulously ‘HOLY’ in their habits, nothing could be further from the real truth. In the past, many young men and women were forced by their families to enter the Church. From a personal perspective, there are still senior clerics who operate from their ego and not their hearts. St. Benedict said, ‘It takes only a minute to recite the vows but a lifetime to live them,’ Many innocent lives that were dedicated to God were needlessly sacrificed on the altar of man’s ego. Please read Brother Sean’s article, ‘Called to be Chosen,’ on our website.

As Oblates, you are free to choose! You are also free to set your own Rule of Life as an Oblate! You are encouraged to live a simplified spiritual life to the Rule of St. Francis more in keeping with the 21st century and not the original rule of 1220. The Tau Community’s Rule of life -a rule inspired by God’s Spirit is for your heart and the hearts of those who are fellow monks within our Tau family. There is no ‘God Agenda to control or abuse,’ like so many superiors have done. The only rule of life is God’s Spirit inviting you soul ‘Walk God’s Talk,’ by doing the ordinary things extraordinarily well regardless of what others think about you! Please read more about the Tau Vision by reading Brother Sean’s article, ‘About the Tau Community of Saint Francis on our website.

The great Thomas Merton once said, ‘That the monastic life was 500 years out of date.’ In keeping with current changes affecting the eco balance within nature, mankind is beginning to ‘waken up’ by behaving responsibly for a cleaner and safer society. I believe that God too is awakening the hearts of the many but only the few are responding to Mother Earth and the Nature Guides. They are calling men and women to live a less selfish life, influenced not by greed, but more from a place of balance and integration, etc. I sense that they are inviting the TCOSF to empower our Oblates embrace the Natural World –the Franciscan Soul as ‘custodians,’ in a vibrant spiritual interfaith  community that is eco friendly and sustainable. How can this be? If God is in the vision, then why question God’s Wisdom and Truth? The Spirit of God is inviting any from within society to unite as individuals whether they are single, divorced, separated or married doesn’t really matter to God. What does matter is that we are willing to ‘Walk God’s Talk,’ for the rest of the world to follow.   

As a member of our Virtual Monastery of Saint Francis, you can join us for the Daily Office of Lauds (Morning) and Vespers (Evening). The nightly Prayer vigil for global peace interfaith unity on Livestream. 
In conclusion, whilst we respect the individuality of our Oblates, we do encourage you to meet with your named mentor regularly by skype or email. That way, by regular daily or weekly contact, you are nurturing one another in brotherly and sisterly Franciscan love. 
The decision is entirely up to you but as a member of our online monastery, spiritual growth and personal development is not up to me but rests entirely with your heart. 
In the recent weeks, we have launched a monthly support group using Skype for a conference call on the 2nd Sunday of every month at 03.00PM (GMT). Here, the new oblate gets to meet their brother and sisters from different countries around the world. 
In conclusion, if your heart is satisfied that what you have read so far has satisfied your curiosity and that now you are ready to make that all important decision to proceed with your application form to join the brothers and sisters of the Tau Community of Interfaith Franciscans, then please complete your application to become an Oblate on probation for six months.
Please read the application carefully before dating and signing your life away!

All completed forms should be sent either by email to Brothersean2012@aol.com or to the Monastery of Saint Francis.
Pax et Bonum

(Rev) Brother Sean
Spiritual Director and Founder of the Lay Monastic Community of Saint Francis  
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