
The Proposed Franciscan Abbey of Saint Francis of Peace and Compassion South Cumbria

Part of the Tau Community of Saint Francis 
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Since 2008, our Tau brothers and sisters continue to embrace the lay monastic life as Interspiritual Franciscans from their monasteries without walls. As an online international lay monastic community we are committed to establishing our return to embracing Celtic Franciscan Spirituality as eremitic monks in the ‘Field of Dreams,’ our Franciscan Abbey of Peace and Compassion. Ideally, we are waiting on Divine Providence to provide the land so we can unite as a loving lay monastic mixed sexed community seeking God through the Natural World- the soul of Celtic Franciscan Spiritual Agape.

An important aspect of the Saint Francis’s vision is for the Tau community to recapture the ancient traditions of the Celtic and Franciscan monks with our Brother and Sister Therapeutia Essenes of Mount Sinai and Mount Carmel. Rooted in our love of Franciscan Spirituality- a life lived in the experience of the indwelling of Source, the Supreme God and the design of the monastery symbolizes this.  In effect, the outer building reflects the inner, spiritual life of the community. The following description of the Poor Clare Monastery of the Light of Christ* (located in Ireland, dedicated in 2004) provides inspiration for the Tau Community as a model for the proposed Franciscan Abbey of St. Francis of Peace and Compassion in South Cumbria.  The overall concept of having three central circular structures, and several hermitages on the property allow for community gathering and quiet reflection.  Some in the Tau Community may prefer to live in small hermitage-like eco-houses as well. 

The following photos, and the text, are taken from the website of the Poor Clare Sisters and that the architecture of their monastery, and the whole area, are a beautiful, a perfect example, corresponding with our own ideas and visions how the necessary buildings of (and on) our Field Of Dreams have to look at……………….
The Irish Poor Clare Monastery Description resonates with the Tau Community’s vision for an eremitic Celtic  
The main building consists of three interconnecting circles. The circle is a symbol of the eternal or the divine and the interconnectedness signifies the life of the Trinity within which the sisters live. *Poor Clares Website: http://www.poorclaresireland.org/Poor_Clares_Faughart/Welcome.html
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[image: image18]The architecture of the monastery is designed as a symbol of the spiritual calling of the eremitic Celtic and Franciscan monks as described by St. Francis when he wrote these words for St. Clare: 

“Because by divine inspiration, 

you have made yourselves daughters and servants of the most high King, 

the heavenly Father, 

and have taken the Holy Spirit as your spouse, 

choosing to live according to the perfection of the holy Gospel, 

I resolve and promise for myself and for my brothers 

to have that same loving care and special solicitude for you 

as I have for them”.

“Sons and Daughters of the… heavenly Father…”
We live in the providence of a loving God. The first circle building is where the brothers and sisters experience daily God’s care, both in the food we eat and in the gift of one another’s companionship. The dining and community rooms are in this circle.
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[image: image34]“ …to live according to the perfection of the holy gospel…”

For Francis and Clare, to live according to the perfection of the gospel is to live as Jesus lived. They often described this as “following in the footprints of Jesus”.

The second circle is the only one open to the public. It is the central building and at its heart is the chapel with the Blessed Sacrament. The Eucharist is the centre and heart of the life of the community and it is here that the sisters gather daily for prayer and adoration. 

Several small reception rooms, where the sisters are able to meet with the people with the compassion of Jesus and minister to their needs through prayer and spiritual direction, surround the chapel, centre of our Celtic Franciscan Agape.

“…you have taken the Holy Spirit as your Spouse…”

The third circle contains the library where the sisters have access to spiritual books that support and guide their spiritual lives. The library is surrounded by the sisters’ bedrooms, which in turn lead out to the hermitage garden.


[image: image35]

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
[image: image36]

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
[image: image37]

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
[image: image38]

[image: image39]

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
[image: image40]

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
[image: image41]The hermitages are the place of solitude where we enter deeply into the call of the Spirit. It is in solitude that we encounter the divine love and discover the resurrected self, which was always the quest of the Celtic monastic life.

I wish, O Son of the living God,

Eternal ancient King,

For a secret hut in the wilderness

That it may be my dwelling.” 

(Prayer of St. Manchan)

At the Abbey of St. Francis of Peace & Compassion, members will practice their own spiritual path/tradition or way of spiritual expression.  The chapel, or sacred temple, will be a place comfortable for all.  In addition, there will be an adjoining Blessed Sacrament chapel for those in close communion with the Eucharistic expression of the Divine.
For the Tau Community of Saint Francis to see God’s vision from Saint Francis to all our hearts, 
‘That All Faiths and None Now Come Together in love as ONE,’ then we need your prayers and financial support. If you can assist in any way, then please contact:

Rev Sister Joy, our Mother Abbess. 
Email: Taufriends@aol.com 

The Tau Community of Saint Francis

Monastery of Saint Francis

Storth

Milnthorpe

Cumbria

LA77JL

T: +0044-1524-762292

W: http://www.interfaithfranciscans.com
http://www.tauusa.com
http://www.monasteryofsaintfrancis.com
Pax et Bonum

(UK & Europe Province)

Rev Brother Sean TCOSF

(Spiritual Director and Founder of the Tau Community of Saint Francis) 

(USA Province)

Rev Brother Sean TCOSF

(Spiritual Director and Founder of the Tau Community of Saint Francis) 
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