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Dear Friend of the Tau Interfaith Franciscans Community of St. Francis

Greetings,

To all our friends at home and abroad, we hope that you are having a wonderful ‘Summer Holiday.’ For those of you living in the Emerald Isle, Wales and the United Kingdom, there is no escaping the wet weather and rather than complain, let us celebrate despite the inconvenience. Or, as the Psalmist says: ‘In every situation, give thanks to God.’ 

When the sun is shining, the first thing that I really love doing is getting out of the house and rolling up my sleeves and getting stuck into the garden despite rediscovering the following day that I had more muscles than previously thought. Ha! As for when it rains, then I see this as a positive sign to get stuck into the backlog of admin and jobs in need of doing! Roll on the start of school term in early September when the kids return to school and we can enjoy an ‘Indian Summer.’

Some Soul Reflections for your Quiet times in your sacred oasis: 
Unanswered Prayers: “YOU ASK BUT DO NOT RECEIVE....” James4:3
Pastor Jerry Sittser writes: ’What would happen if all our prayers were answered? I thought about my early years when I was ready to conquer the world, with or without Christ. The group I led grew, I was riding a wave of success, everything I touched turned to gold. Eventually the ministry levelled off and lost momentum. Thank God it did.....I’d become insufferably proud, a self-appointed expert. What would have happened if my prayers had been answered, our group had continued to grow and our programme had continued to receive recognition?” 
James says, ‘You ask but do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives.’ There are certain prayers God won’t answer for your own good. Sittser continues: ‘Your cause may be right, but you may still be wrong; manifesting pride, gloating in victory, punishing wrongdoers with excessive severity and excusing sin. The great hazard for people on a crusade is .....they become blind to their own faults. They fight for civil rights but treat .....janitors like second-class citizens. They uphold standards of biblical sexuality, but show little grace towards their spouse. Unanswered prayer is God’s gift...it protects us from ourselves. If all our prayers were answered we’d abuse the power....use prayer to change the world to our liking, and it would become hell on earth. Like spoiled children with too many toys and too much money, we’d grab for more. We’d pray for victory at the expense of others...intoxicated by power...we’d hurt people and exalt ourselves. Isaiah said: “The Lord longs to be gracious to you....therefore He waits...” (Isaiah 30:18). Unanswered prayer protects...breaks....deepens....and transforms. Past unanswered prayers which left us hurt and disillusioned, act like a refiner’s fire to prepare us for future answers. 
Reflection (2) God will bring you through‘...THE GOD OF ALL COMFORT.’ Corinthians 1:2
God can bring you through situations you think you won’t survive, or feel you’ll be stuck in forever. He can make you comfortable in the most uncomfortable places, and give you peace in the midst of trauma. Before your life is over you’ll live, love, and experienced loss. Losing some things will actually help you to appreciate the things you still have. It’s the taste of failure that makes success sweet. You’ll live each day not knowing what tomorrow holds, but confident that God has your tomorrows all planned out. They’re not in the hands of your boss or your banker or your mate or anybody else. Nor are they in your own hands to manipulate and control. No, all your tomorrows are in God’s hands.
Just because you don’t recognise the path you’re on doesn’t mean that God’s not leading you. He promises, ‘....I will lead them in paths they have not known. I will make darkness light (Isaiah 42: 16). So get to know God; you’ll need Him. And He will be there for you. He’ll be there when everybody and everything else has failed you. He’ll be there for you in the dark places. ’....Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning’ (Psalm 30:5). However long the night, morning always comes, and with it His joy. As you look back you’ll realise that His grace protected you, provided for you, secured you, calmed you, comforted you and brought you through. Times and seasons change, but not God. He’s always the ‘God of all comfort.’
Concentrate on this Sentence
To get something you never had, you have to do something you never did.'  When God takes something from your grasp, He's not punishing you, but merely opening your hands to receive something better.  Concentrate on this sentence... 'The will of God will never take you where the Grace of God will not protect you.'  
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Our Beloved Mary Magdalene-Patroness of the Tau Interfaith Franciscans Community of St. Francis

For those you who were blessed to have joined us here on Sunday 19th July for the celebration of Magdalene’s Feast Day, I trust that you received her channelled message to all our hearts on 22nd July? Early that morning, I sensed Magdalene’s presence and in my heart I knew she wanted Brother Rob and me to make a short journey across the Bay to find an ancient spring or healing well known locally as ‘Holywell.’ 

The journey along the narrow country lanes to get to the Holy well was an experience neither Brother Rob nor me wish to forget in a hurry. Along one narrow lane, we could see a few sheep in the far off distance! Wrong! What we actually did see was 1400 sheep including their lambs coming towards us and we thought, ‘O my God.’ I had to get out of the car to see this spectacle for myself. It was awesome. The length of time it took for all 1400 animals to pass us bye was about thirty minutes but what an unforgettable joy to witness nature. I became aware of a passage from Scripture when Jesus talked about certain people following the ‘in crowd’ like sheep led to the slaughter! The sheep were going everywhere and anywhere even trying to jump over each other to escape the loud barking from Clemmie and Winston sat in the car. I had to enclose the picture to give you a sense of the distance and sheer numbers! 
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At times, my life has resembled the sheep above, showing a complete disregard for ‘Nature’s Highway code.’ Ha! How magnanimous is our beloved Mother Earth who instils within our being the need to respect her laws and work in accordance with the Natural World-the Franciscan soul! Oh, how I have tried to cheat her by thinking I knew best! In truth, I behaved dishonourably! Unlike the poor unfortunate sheep following their leader/s, who appeared to be going nowhere fast, yet they carried on without due care for their own safety! Why, then, do so many insist on being ‘followers of trendy thinkers,’ knowing they are being led down the garden path? How blessed are we to have the Spirit of a loving Father Mother God who continually waits patiently on for us to ask for direction back to our hearts? 

When we eventually arrived on the beach, having steered our car away safely from injuring any of the 1400 sheep, we finally found the well hidden in years of undergrowth. There was a silent trickle of fresh water and taking some to drink, there was an unusual taste of ‘pure freshness’ minus the chemicals! As we both faced the open seas, we were moved by the gentle energies surrounding the landscape of that part of the South Lakes. Whilst absorbing the beauty, we met an interesting gentleman who reminded us why it is so peaceful and special. He reminded us that St. Patrick along with many ancient Celtic saints had travelled through these parts from Ireland via Wales and established several monasteries in these parts. Their final destination was to their monastery on Iona, Scotland. I felt shivers running up and down my body upon hearing this and then I began reflecting on a ‘what if moment.’ What if I God was to ask me there and then, ‘Brother Sean, of all the places where I have guided you in your faith journey since leaving Scotland when you were only 3 years old, where would you like me to provide the monastery for the Tau Interfaith Franciscans Family?’ Instantly, without any hesitation whatsoever, I would have to say that special place! There is a presence along the sacred coastline where the monastic saints walked and left a lasting legacy of their selfless love for God. The old monastic ruins speak a silent language to one’s soul that refreshes one’s interior life. All we can do now is to ‘wait patiently upon God to guide us to the place where He has already prepared for the Brothers and Sisters of the TCOSF.

As we wait patiently for God’s miracle to happen, Magdalene will continue to invite ‘weary travellers’ to come and embrace her sacred healing energies in the Sacred Feminine garden dedicated to her, Mother Mary and Quan Yin at the monastery of St. Francis in beautiful Storth. From the many lovely comments received from the many clients and friends of the Tau Community who have accepted Magdalene’s personal invitation to ‘come and rest awhile’ in our sacred oasis of Love and Light, she now requests that we take her simple message back out into the wider community where there is an urgent need for ‘Balance, Harmony and Divine Connectedness’ in hearts of all God’s interreligious family. There is an even greater need for those of us who have been blessed by God to take our gifts and ‘Let Our Light Shine Out’ across the mountains and valleys assuring those who are held in bondage to fear, control and oppressiveness that is anti Love-Anti God. 

On 6th December 2002, having accepted God’s invitation to leave our beloved Manchester to live in ‘Miss Marple Land,’ we began another journey of faith not knowing exactly how we would cope without the amenities of a large city, etc. But we have survived the regular Chinese Take Away. Ha! Looking back over the past seven years, both Brother Rob and I have witnessed the hand of God touch so many wounded souls who were trapped with no obvious signs of hope. Guided by Magdalene’s love, we were encouraged to lead those special souls into her vortex of love-my prayer room, and leave them there for a short while to just be silent in her presence. Today, we are not surprised to encounter strangers sitting in our garden in total silence absorbing the tranquillity and peace radiating from the energies from Mother Mary, Quan Yin and Magdalene. Since Magdalene’s message to our hearts, we have been instructed to pass on the gifts that I was given by the Archangels in 1999 when they gave to my heart, the ‘Angel Healing (Feng Shui) Bagua,’ or healing tools to a) self heal and b) to create an oasis of Divine Love for one’s personal safety and protection against enemy attack whilst in service to Source. 

The creation of an Angel Peace Garden incorporating the Principles of the Angelic Bagua empowers one to ‘Embrace the Natural World-the Franciscan soul.’ This ultimately leads one to the Divine Feminine energies where the soul is inspired to surrender ego and allow God’s love infuse their heart with the purest love that mankind has never experienced before. So, to create an Angel Peace Garden, or an oasis for quiet reflective meditation, Yoga, Tai Chi, or stillness of the soul, be assured that one does not have to train in Garden Design per say like I had to do in 1999. It is worth remembering here that we are not the ‘Garden Designers’ in the angel peace garden, but the Angelic realms! When we invite, invoke and ask the Archangels to come and support us, they ask us to sit in silence for a while. Then when they know that we are open and receptive in our hearts to their guidance, only then, will they come into lives and share their plans for our sacred space-all with our approval. They show us the basics of how we can adopt their designs remembering that we are to honour their love for Mother Earth and the animal kingdom as our helpers. They invite us to become their labourers and do the real work for them- a work that will enhance the presence of God and reveal the Divine Feminine to our hearts.

Our sacred healing gardens here at our small Monastery was designed by the Angelic Realms to glorify God whilst acknowledging the friends of St. Francis, namely, Brother Sun, Sister Moon, the stars of heaven, the Elementals, Tree Divas and Nature Spirits. The message that is written in God’s love for you on our monastery gate says, ‘All are welcome here.’  So, too, will it be for you!

In light of Magdalene’s specific requests to my heart to work with those whom she will now send here for practical guidance and introductory training in the creation of an Angel Peace Garden –home to the Divine Feminine energies empowering all to self heal, Brother Sean has received clear guidelines as to how he can support you if you are interested. There are several options for students to choose from especially for those who live far afield and are unable to travel to the monastery. You could opt for a live ‘1 to 1’ consultation with Brother Sean using video link through Skype or by telephone. For those who would prefer a live teaching seminar with the garden being the class room, then all you have to do is email Brother Sean for the ‘Angel Garden Introductory Course Prospectus and costs. The course is not expensive and they do include Brother Sean’s CD and E-Book for reference.  To answer your question, yes, even you could have a place just like here and all it takes is a few simple steps of faith with some practical skills to get you started. Let Magdalene guide your heart today........................  

If you would like to check out aspects of our sacred oasis, then please visit our slide show on the monastery website by clicking on the following weblink 
http://monasteryofsaintfrancis.com/SlideShow.html

Or, if you are undecided and unsure how to proceed, why not join us on one of our planned Open Day Afternoons when we open the monastery’s healing gardens (2.00pm-4.30pm) on the “2nd and 4th Sundays of each month.  

Finally, please can you remember the following in your prayers?
Brother Peter and his family (Kendal, UK)
Sister Sheila (Edinburgh)
Sr. Angela (Wexford, Ireland)
Sr. Sheila and her Mum (Dublin)
Sr. Sharon (London) and for the many sick and abandoned animals in her care 
Rev. Sr. Olivea (South Lakes)
Brother Rob – that God will bless his visit with our Rev. Brother Andrew in Spain.
For Sr. Jean (Storth) that God will reveal His plans re: new house for her and Fergus soon.
Our Brothers and Sisters in the Interfaith Seminary and Interfaith Foundation UK.
For all Families that they enjoy their remaining holidays in safety
For all Religious Leaders who represent God in their dealings with all faiths. That they endorse God’s word and not one’s ego. That they empower many souls experience love, peace and freedom from gender inequality within their religious families.     
For those who exploit children
For all sick and abandoned animals
Securing a permanent small holding for the Tau Interfaith Community to begin God’s Interfaith Ministry for all who seek clarity and God’s truth. 
For Brother Sean’s planned visit away from home to raise the profile about the Tau Interfaith Franciscans Community in Co Wexford, Ireland and a planned Divine Feminine Healing Day on Saturday 26th September. 

Special Greetings 
To our dear friends, Siobhan and Phil (Mold, Nr. Wales). Happy 25th Wedding Anniversary just past (4th August 2009).
Happy Birthday to Sister Lesley (Duckinfield) on the 5th August.
And to anyone else that we have forgotten to mention here.........

Namaste  

Brother Sean TCOSF



Monastery of Saint Francis
(Tau Interfaith Franciscans Community of St. Francis)
Chapel Gap, Storth Road, Storth, Cumbria. LA77JL. UK
T: +0044-1524-762292 
www.monasteryofsaintfrancis.com  www.interfaithfranciscans.com  www.sean-bradley.com
www.angelgardens4u.co.uk
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